The double influence between context and individuals:
Does economic inequality influence individual attitudes or

individual attitudes influence inequality?

Davide Morsell
Swiss National Centre of Competence in Research LIVES — University of Lausanne
Contact: davide.morselli@unil.ch

Theoretical Framework Results

 Research has shown that countries with low economic performance or high income inequality have
also reduced levels of social capital.

» The level of social capital of a community depends on the social norms about trust in other (Uslaner,
2002). Only extended and inclusive social trust represent a resource for the community (Glaeser,
2015)

 KEconomic strains and inequality conditions may create a generalized climate of negative
competition, which undermine social trust in the fellow citizens and the social fabric (Subramanian
& Kawachi, 2004).

 However, in climates of distrust and eroded social capital, basic economic activities are more costly,
resulting in long term negative effects on the county economy (Knack & Keefer, 1997).

* The direction of causality is unclear.
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Main Findings 7

* Inclusive social capital climate and socioeconomic conditions changed in Europe over the 10 years,

although changes were not drastic. ]
* In line with previous findings and with H1, social capital was higher in European countries with 4 . .

better socioeconomic conditions (.e., higher GDP and lower inequality)




