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NICOLAS BANCEL, GRÉGORY qUIN AND PHILIPPE VONNARD

Introduction : Studying the Europeanization
of Football in Historical Perspective

In April zoo5, UEFA (the Union of European Football Associations), the
governing body of European football, presented a project called 'Vision
of Europel which proposed a strategy for the'direction and development
of European football over the next decadel'At the same moment, in the
field of sport history, the focus on Europe became increasingly important.
Despite a number ofearlier published volumes on the professionalization of
foo$all, the development ofits institutions and its medi atization,this was

the beginning of a new era, since most previously conducted research had
been carried out within a national framework, and even edited collections

for the most pârt assembled groups of national studies.'fn the meantime,
the development of cultural, global and postcolonial history helped to
broaden analytical frameworks and opened newperspectives for football
historians, especially promoting projects on global exchanges in sport.3

The ideawas not to exclude the national perspective, but to enlarge it.a
ln this sense, research soon focused on the role ofsports organizationst and

the networks that exist between international sports leaders.t Researchers

also ried to revisit specific historical periods such as the Cold'War, when
sports fields were not only places of confrontationT but also sometimes
areas ofexchange.'Through those works, even though theywere not firlly
focused on acontinental frameworht historians have opened some ne\Mper-

spectives, notably to ask ltow sports became more'European'.to One of the
principal aims of the zorr volume edited byAlan Tomlinson, Christopher
Young and Richard Holt was, for instance, to offer precious material to
help understand the transformation of European sport during the second

part of the twentieth century.tt However, this collection rilas not focused
only on one sport, or on a single theme (organizations, mega events, etc.),
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so it could not frrllyexplain the developmenr process ofa'Europeari sports
field. Nevertheless, it created new perspectives, parricul"tly by genuinely
considering the role ofsport in the integrarion process. Following this trend,
the recentpublication on the European historyofbasketball in Peter Lang's
Euroclio series - which focused specifically on the history of European
integration of the sporttt - constirured an imporrant srcp towards taking
processes of Europeanization more seriously in sports history.

Football srudies in a historical perspective:
A briefstate of the arr

From zoo8 to zoog, researchers specializing in football also joined this
trend. In fact, football is by far the most studied sport, partly because it
is popular everywhere on the continent even where it is not the'national
sport: but also because it had already become widespread from Lisbon to
Berlin by around r9oo. Thus, we know now that the first football promot-
ers, such as \Talther Bensemann, were truly cosmopolitans 'moving with
the ball' between r89o and tgto." Paul Dietschy has recently asked if â
"Europe of football" [did] exist in t]re r93os'.'n Although he did not give a
definitive answer to his question, he oudined an interestingpanorama that
helps us understand t}re tension between regional and continental connec-
tions during this period. In fact, though sffong continental connecdons
did exist at that time,l5 notably around FIFA (Fédération Internationale
de Football Association), regional connecdons were probably still the
most important football events. More precisely, different scales operated
concurrendy: regional, national, super-regional and continental.

In tÀe last decade tlere has be en much published on the development
ofEuropean football in the firstpart of the twentieth century, not least by
Dietschyhimself. In hisË/istoire dufootball (zoto),heput down some sig-
nificant milestones for a better understanding ofhow a European football
emerged in the interwarperiod, ùo"gh other researchers such as Laurent
Barcelo,ttJiiLrgen Mittagl' and Antoine Maumon de Longevialle " had laid
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the groundwork in this regard. These studies oudined some key elemenrs
in the existence ofa genuinely'European'football and also started to open
up new perspectives on what then happened during the rg jos and r96os,
with the creation of UEFA and a range of newEuropeen competitions.

Important progress was made through the FREE project (Football
Research in an Enlarged Europe) from zorr ro 2ort. This was rhe first time
that amajor researchprogramme had been dedicated to European football,
based on an interdisciplinary understanding of the game and funded by
the European (Jnion. One of the key investigators was Albrecht Sonntag,
who had called for more European studies in football *ree years earlier."
The historical element was discussed in all of the eight evenrs during FREE
but was particularly in tlre centre of the pitch during the congresses held
in Besançon (September zorz) and Stuttgart (February zory),respecrively,
which focused on European competitions (super-regional and conrinen-
tal) and transnational actors (players and leaders) as well as on European
networks/organizations (such as FIFA and UEFA) and the European
cultural m€mory of the game.

In parallel, some young researchers - several of whom took part in
the FREE project - tried to focus their research more on the European
framework and notably on the period from the r93os to the r97os. Fabien
Archambault analysed the development of European football during rhe
r95os,'o while Grégory Quin has researched the sffong conne ctions estab-
lished bemreen football leaders from r9o4to 1954, especially around FIFA."
More recently through his work on youth football, Kevin Marston has

established new standpoints around football leaders'views and more espe-

cially around the creation of a European Youth Tournamenr.22 In addition,
Philippe Vonnard focused on the creation of the European Champion
Clubs'Cup in the middle of the r95os."

On the basis of t}ris brief and inexhausrive survey of the field, we sug-

gest thet a Europeanization process was underway from the first moments
of the game's establishment. First used in the political sciences from the
r99osu and more recently in the domain of history," Europeanization
can be defined as'the process of change in [the] domestic arena, in rerms
ofpolicy substance and instrumenrs, process and politics as well as polity
and institutions resultingfrom European integration or the European level
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ofgovernance more generally'." If both political scientists and historians
agreed in regarding Europeanizarion as â gradual political, economic,
cultural and social process ofconvergence, leading towards an increas-
ingly similar development of European societies','7 historians propose to
'focus mainly on the emergence ofEuropean institutions and their growing
infuence on domestic politics'. European integration, it has been argued,
'was less referred to as e cause than as a result ofEuropeanization - which,
admittedly, could henceforth be the starting point for a huge variety of
successive evolutions'."

In football studies, the concept was first used by sociologists and politi-
cal scientists,'e and especially by Alexander Brand and Arne Niemann.'o
Their studies have established some keypoints. First, theyhave suggested

that Europeanization is a work in progress and known resistances can
explain differences between counûies. Secondly, theyhave alsopointed out
the crucial difference between 'UEFA-ization', in other words the conse-

quence of UEFAs decisions on European football, and Europe anizatfon, a

broader process that involves the creation - beyond political regimes - of a
relative homogeneity between continental countries in different domains.
Thirdly, as also indicated by\ù(zilliam Gasparini,3' theyhave indicated that it
is a two-wayprocess divided in two complementaryperspecrives: bottom-
up and top-down.

In zorr, a collection entided Ibe Europeanization ofFootball,edited
by Borja Garcia, Arne Niemann and Vyn Grant went funher sdll in irs
conclusions.3' The aim of this book was to show how football became more
European, but its core was built around e very recenr history of football.
Although it is crucial to understand what happened in this period, the
short-term perspective limited the broader understanding of European
processes. For example, the idea of an important European championship
for clubs was not new in the r99os; in fact the idea had been in the air for
a long time. So, what conditions made it possible to realize the project in
the r99os?

This question could in fact be directed at the work of all of tÀese

researchers. AltJrough tJrey insist on the idea of a long-term perspective, his-
toryis usedas an introduction to analysis ofcontemporaryissues rather than
as havinge4planatoryvalue in its own right. For example, Alexander Brand,
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Arne Niemann and Georg Spitaler indicated in a zoro publication" that
Austria first encountered Europeanization in the interwarperiod through
taking part in competitions like the Mitropa Cup and the International
Cup. They then immediately moved on to address changes that happened in
the mid-l99os. They remained silent about the crucial period berween the
r 94os and r 9 9 os, when European competitions and UEFA itself were both
established and developed. Moreover, they explained the individuality of
Austria and Germany's patterns ofEuropeanization through ditrerences in
their national footballingcultures. !7hile theywere correct that Germany
did not participate in the Central European competitions in the r93os, their
vision remains nerroril; in fact Germany was probably one of the major
actors in European football in the r93os and r94os, in regard to both the
number of matches played by their national team and their contribution
to FIFAs budget. Moreover, its main leaders, such as Ivo Schricker, Peco

Bauwens and Felix Linnemann, played a major role in the development of
European footbdl and particul"th i" the organization of FIFA.3a

Thus, in our view, it is important to consider Europeanization his-
torically, over the longer term and also to enlarge the concept ro take
into account all its dimensions on the football field: its competitions; its
continental organizations; the networks built berween football leaders;
and its connexions with the political field, both national and continental.
Furtlermore, if an important change did happen during the r99os," we do
not went to underestimate other turning poinrs since the very beginning
of the twentieth century all of which were decisive for the establishment
of a genuinely'European' football.

Firstly, based on the conclusions ofJûrgen Mittag and Benjamin
Legrand in their zoro ardcle,tt we think that a broad comprehension of
Iong-term history could help demonstrate the strengths of continental
football and explain the persistence of football exchanges across rhe seis-

mic political and social shifts of the rwentieth century. Secondly, we want
to deepen comparison benryeen the Europeanization offootball andwhat
happened in other spheres. In fact, this rype of approach can help reveal
the persistent and specific European development of football and finally
permit afull understandingofthe importance ofthe game for the European
integration process.

NICOLAS BANCEL ET AL.
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Enlarging the frame and renewing the perspecrilre

Tâking into accounr rhe current literature and in order to create discussions
betwe en both young and more experienced researchers, a conference enti-
tled 'Playing to Build Europe: The Formation of a European Football Space,

t9r9-gr'was held in Lausanne in February zor5. The evenr was organized
at the University of Lausanne by the Institute of Sport Science (ISSUL)
and Institute of International Studies in History and Politics (IHEIPI), in
collaboration with two institutes specializingin the history and sociology of
sport: the lnternational Centre for Sports History and Culure (ICSHC) at
De Mondort Universiryand the Institut ftir Europàische Sportenrwicklung
und Freizeidorschung (IESF) at the Deutsche Sporthochschule in Cologne.

Our aim through this conference was first to allow for the develop-
ment of a better understanding of what happened in European football
from the interwarperiod to the r98os, andparticularlyduringthe second
part of the twentieth century - a period which is still under-researched. In
fact, from the r95os to the r99os, football seemed ro engage in new steps

around the creation of UEFA. Since its very beginning, UEFA could be
considered as a bridge between eastern and western counrries, then divided
bythe Cold\Var. Ofcourse, the super-regional connections did not disap-
pear. New competitions such as the Alpine Cup were created and former
tournaments like the Mitropa Cup and Balkan Cup were reorganized.
Opposition was orrercome, as when the British associations, Germany and
Italy rejected the idea of a European cup for narions, but the new rempo
ofEuropean exchanges conrinued and their regular and extended basis
offered an image of a continent unified by football.

A second goal sought by tÀe organizers was ro conrinue the European
development offootball within the European integration process, and more
generally with the change in European society across dre century. It is of
course a truism that it is not possible to understand the developments of
these exchanges in football without keeping in mind that they were infu-
enced by t}re development of travel, an increase in the use of the game by
states (as a tool of 'soft power'),37 the importance of media coverage and
also by tlre connections - direct or indirect" - between football acrors

Introduction

and other European organizations. This use ofhistorical conrexr, howeyer,
helps us not only to understand the possibility of the development of the
game, but also to situate football in the European integration process that
touched several fields (economic, politic, cultural, scientific, technical and
sports). Flere, the dérnarche was inspired by the approach developed by
Aaron Beacom at the beginning of the currenr cenrury" then followed
by authors like Stuart Murray and Geoffrey Allen Pigman.4 Their aim
was to better integrate perspectives of international relations witlin sport
studies. A good example of this perspective is to compare the architecture
of UEFA with the other European organizations created during the same

period. In fact, UEFA was probably one of rhe rare European organizations
composed ofboth eastern and western countries.*'Assumptions about any
uniformity in the European integrarion process must tlerefore be care-
firlly re-examineda'given the particulariry ofthe sporrs field, as the French
historian Robert Frank has pointed out.n' This 'relative auronomy'* needs

to be better understood because it delineates the importance of football
to the European integration process, notably by maintaining exchanges

between East and'West during the Cold \Var.
Stimulated by the proposal made by Roland Robertson and Richard

Giulianotti to elaborate phases in the development of the world gameot
from an empirical point of view, five periods of Europeanizatïon of the
game may briefy be distinguished.

The first period extends from r89o to rgzo, as historians have already
indicated,# following the diffusion and establishment of the game to all
the corners of the continenr. The initiation of national associations and
the first European exchanges berween them, notably within FIFA (cre-
ated in r9o4), meanr that structures could be created that facilitated this
European scale of the game, particularly during rhe Firsr \(rorld'W'ar, a rime
of important cultural exchange.

The secondperiod, from rgro to the beginningofthe r94os, sawfoor-
ball be come a popular and professional practice. At the same dme, national
associations developed themselves, acquiring permanent secretaries and
more stable organizations, alongside the creation of true 'traditions' of
football exchanges, notably led by regional competitions. Moreover, the
interwarperiod saw football first used in the political sphere as a tool for

NICOLAS BANCEL ET AL. 7
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diplomacy and the promotion ofpolitics, by democraciqs and totalitarian
regimes alike.*

During the third period, between the r93os and the r96os, football
became more European, as regional competitions, like the Mitropa Cup
(created in ryq) and the first real European competitions in the r9jos,
enhanced continental exchanges. It is important to emphasize that war
did not stop the ffend, not least because the German Nazi regime envis-

aged and tried to impose a new European model of sports governance. In
tlre meantime, together with the first attempts at an integration process,

football leaders established sffonger continental connections around the
first European tournaments (the Fairs Cup, European Champion Clubs'
Cup andEuropean Championship) and continental organization (UEFA)
from the late r94os onwards.

The fourth period lasted from the mid-r95os to the beginning of the
r98os. At this moment, competitions offered newpossibilities for specta-

tors to follow and promote the game. During the r96os, UEFA began to
develop a genuinely European policy with the organization of a course for
coaches and referees, discussions witl ot}rer European organizations like
Eurovision, and the creation ofnew competitions such as the Cup'S7'inners'

Cup. Though the regional competitions still existed, t.he European scale of
the game became more important during t.he r97os and r98os. That is why
some authors have considered these European tournaments as continental
'Sites ofMemory'.ot

As political scientistsae and sociologiststo have already indicated, the

fifth period, starting in tlre r98os, is based on an even greater opening to
commerciali zation," led by the inve stment of new firms and private media

companies. This step forward was revealed by the transformation of the
European Champion Clubs'Cup into the UEFA Champions Leagae.t'

This newsituation marked the decline ofthe super-regional competitions -
the last ofwhich, the Miuopa Cup, ended at the beginning of the r9jos.
If Manuel Schotté is right when he indicates that the development of a
'European'football did not erase the national football spaces,t'these new

conditions did create what Raffaele Poli has described as the 'dualization'

of European football's economfo - in others words, a bigger sepaxation

berween the richest championships and the others.

Introduction

The objective of this volume is to gather new empirical refl.ections
on several of these periods, consideringthem as different types of turning
points, and especially rrying to illuminate arees that historians have nor
investigated until very recendy. The period studied begins in r9o5, a time
when European football saw irs first structuration through the creation
of FIFA (which tookplace in the previous year), the establishment of the
first international competitions (such as the Pyrenees Cup) and ideas (dis-
cussions were held about the creation of a new championship at the FIFA
Congresses of r9o5 andryo6).It ends in the middle of the t99os,a crucial
moment for European football, with the change in European competi-
tions (the establishment of the UEFA Champions League and extension
ofthe European Championships) and the Bosman ruling. This periodwas
also a time of discussion about the affiliation within UEFA of countries
created after the demise of the Soviet Union. It saw the confirmation of
the investment of private broadcasters and the development of low-cost
airline companies, which both offered new opporrunities for spectators
to see football gâmes all over Europe. Our book is entirely focused on the
Europeanization of men's foo6all, a decision in part shaped by the peri,
odization of dris collecdon, especially since women's football has devel-
oped more rapidly in recenr decades, meaning it does in itself constitute
a genuine turning pointtt that is deserving of more than just an isolated
chapter in a broadervolume such as this.

In this volume, we wanr ro highlight underexplored issues around the
development of crucial mechanisms for the popularity of the game and
its genuine continental expansion. This could help us to anderstand why
the European scale of the people's game becorne so irnportant This collec-
don will, we hope, prompt reflecdon and new ways of thinking about the
links berween the political construction of Europe and the development
of a European sphere of foo6all. It may also prompt further insight into
dre question: \7hy and how is football still maintaining a fragile idea of
unitythroughoutEurope? Overallwe intend that thisvolumewill make a
significant contribution to the historiography offootball in the European
perspective. And further, we hope it will encourag€ grearer discussion
between political scientists and historians, which could lead to new devel-
opments in ourknowledge of European football.
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Studing the Europe ainization of foorball in
a long-term perspective

The aim of Part I of the volume is to question tlre Êrst European turning
point, which happened around the interwar period. The authors show
that the first European connections were being created from the begin-
ning of the rgros and increased during the rgzos and r93os. Chapter r,
by Paul Dietschy, can be considered as a prologue to the book. In fact,
Dietschy offers a fascinatingview of the first European exchanges during
rhe Belle Époque.Inparticular, he underlines that before the First'World
W'ar, a strong internationalism in football already existed and discusses

the first ideas of comperirions developed within FIFA. In Chapter z,

Grégory Quin takes this situation into account and questions tlie rela-
tionships that existed within European football during t}re interwar period.
He confirms existing suggestions that more connections existed berween
European countries in dre rgzos and r93os. He also shows, however, that
the interwar period can be seen as a'Golden Age' of regional arenas in
football, particularly in regard to the domination of Central European
countries, which organized the most important competitions. In the later
r93os, tlese counffies could be seen as the rivals oftfie British. Chapter 1,

by Matthew Tâylor, carefully re-examines the question of the isolation
of British football in relation to continenal Europe. Many scholars have

tended to identify a dichotomy in the first half of the twentieth cenrury
between British and continental football, given t}re attitude offormal and
official redcence on the part of dre British. However, there has been rela-

tivelylitde deailedresearch on the interconnections between football in the
'birtlplace' of the sport and continental players, clubs, federations and offi-
cials. These tlree chapters confirm that the first three decades ofthe twen-
tieth century were crucial in establishing European connecdons, but the
structures then in place were not sufficient to actually create European-wide
competitions or organization. Flowever, the subsequent decades offered
crucial change with the establishment of the first European rournamenrs.

Part II focuses on the next turningpoint in the Europeanization ofthe
game berween the r93os and the r96os. However, the paper also indicates

that the change has to be understood in a long-term perspective, because the
regional connections established during the interwar period still existed in
the fifries. In fact, over manyyears, different types oftontinental competi-
tions' existed in parallel. In chapter 4, Nicola Sbetti focuses specifically
on the 'kalian question ar FIFA after the Second W'orld \[rar. The kalian
Football Federarion (FIGC), thanks to the diplomatic abiliry of Giovanni
Mauro, the help ofJules Rimet and an unexpected friendly match against
Switzerland, succeeded in maintaining its affiliation to FIFA, despite the
hostility of the American, czechoslovakian and English football federa-
tions, amongst others. sbetd shows how European counrries negotiated the
end of the Second Vorld W'ar and argues thit former connectlons played
a role in tlre return of Italy to international football. Xavier Breuil then
examines in Chapter 5 what happened to football in the eastern part of
Europe during the same period. He asks whether the new Cold \far con-
text altered the nature of relationships between European countries. one
of Breuil's main points is to show that the football field was more dran a
simple opposition berween East and'west. He underlines the particulari-
ties of the Europeanization offootball thar concerned all European coun-
tries, even those from irs eastern region. This situation is well analysed in
Chapter 6, through Kevin Tallec Marston's contribution on the origins of
the InternationalYouth Tournemenr. This event began inry4Sthrough the
impetus of the Football Association (FA). sir Stanley Rous then introduced
the idea to FIFA and competition remained under the world governing
bodyt patronage from ry49 until 1956, when it was handed over to thè
newly founded UEFA. Marsron shows that this evenr was one of the first
tournamenrs in Europe to be organized after the Second W'orld'War and
was seen by some of its promoters (including Stanley Rous) as apossible
bridge between East and'West. By r 9 5 4, the majority of European counrries
were takingpart in the competition. Moreover, when UEFA took over the
competition rn ry 56 they came into dispute with FIFA, demonstrating that
new European football elites had emergedwithin UEFA that had a ne.w
vision for continental football. These three contributions explain what
happened after the second w'orld rvar. If former connecrions still existed,
then new ones also appeared, as indicated by the development ofEuropean
football structures, particularly the creation ofUEFA. This union permitted
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his readingof the nine contributions. A specialist in the theoryofinterna-
tional relations,tt his recent subjects of study are quite original, in particular
a zor5 edited colle ction (withJe an-Marc Coicaud and Vesselin Poposvski)
that focused on emotion in international relationstt and his current project
on the history of world's fairs. This afterword is an opportunity to offer
another point ofview on football; it helps to consider the game through a
more transnarional and inrerdisciplinaryperspective and to promote furure
fruitfrrl collaborations between history and political science.

Notes

r UEFA,'Vision ofEurope. "The Direction and Development ofEuropean Foot-
ball over rhe Next Decade"', Report by UEFA, April zoo5, p. r <http://rnvw.
uefa.com/new sfles / 37 487 5.pdf> accessed, ro January zo16.

z Foran examplesee RichardHolt, Pierre Lanfranchi,J. A. Mangan, eds,Euro-
peanHeroes: Mltb,Identitl,Sport (London: F. Cass, 1996);James Riordan,Arnd
Kriiger and Thierry Têrret, eds, Histoire du sport en Europe (Paris: IJHarmattan,
zooi); Liz Crolley and David Hand, eds, Football and European Identity: His-
torical Nanatiues through the Press (London: Roudedge, zoo6).

3 Examples of transnational perspectives in sport srudies include: Alan Klein,
'Towards a Tiransnational Sports Studies', Sport in society, ro/ 6 (zoo7),88S-95;
Susan Bandy et al., eds, Gender, Bodl and Sport in Historical anà Transnati.onal
Perspectiaes (Hamburg: Kovaè, zooS); Pierre Singaravélou andJulien Sorez,
eds,L'Empire des E)orts: Une histoire de Ia mnndialisation cuhurelle (Paris: Belin,
zoro);MarthewTâylor, Editorial-spon,Thansnationalism,andGlobalHisroryi

Joumal of Global History 8/ z (zo4), ry9-zo8; Nicolas Bancel, Sranislas Frenkiel
and Thomas Riot, 'Special Issue - Postcolonial Sports. International Perspec-
tives', The InternationalJoumal ofthe llistory of Sport 7z/7 Qor), t47-979.

+ In fact, this tendencytopresent nationalcase scudies continues andstillproduces
interestingwork. See for example the special issue: 'Forum European Sport and
Challenges of its Recent Historiography',Joumal of Sport History, 7B/ z (zot),
r8t-46.

5 Gabriel Bernasconi, 'De I'universalisme au ffansnarional: Le Comité international
olympique, acteur arypique des relations inrernationales', Bulhtin de flnstitut
Pierre Renouuin y (zorc), r5r-9; Aaron B eacom, fntumational Diplornaq, and

rj

rhe establishment of a European approach to football and would initiate
a new condnenml rurningpoinr in the game.

Part III examines the consequences ofthis newsrrucrure forEuropean
football from the rgtos ro the r98os. In fact, the existence of a European
organization and European compedtions created a tension between
national super-regional and continental levels. In Chapter 7 philippe
vonnard explores the establishment of the men's European champion
clubs' cup and the lnter-cities Fairs cup in the mid-r95os Firstly, vonnard

9udln1 why these compedrions were esiablished at that pardcular point in
football history. secondly, he shows how their existence allowed upra ro
develop its structure. At .he end ofthe r95os, uEFAwas clearly aEuropean
organization that had started to develop a continental poli.y to*"rd, th.
game. Hence, it began ro engage its relationships with other European
organizations such as Eurovision, another European competition. This
is also well indicated in chapter g, with Manueî schotté,Jcontribution
underlining through dre example of the 1995 Bosman ruling that relation-
ships between UEFA and the European union had existejfrom the end
ofthe r96os. schotté shows that this new regulation.was not a real reyolu-
tion, conrrary to the conventional assumption in football history. He also
discusses the autonomy of sporting fe derations on the Europ.* ,..rr. 

"rrdshows t]'at UEFA - by then well established - created r.* relationships
between football and otherEuropean actors. Finany, in chapter 9,Jérôme
Berthoud and stanislas Frenkiel discuss how tàe ,iro.r*.lf fooib"Il i'
Europe has infuenced the practice of elite football in other conrinenrs
and how this situation infuenced European practice itself They focus on
the perception of cameroonian and Algerian players wh.n they arrived
in Europe' In_fact, given the conjunction of severe economic problems
in the r98os that deeply infuenced tle organization of footbjl i' th.i,
countries as well as the new economic development of football through
several European championships, more 

"rrd 
more players chose ro move

to Europe. This last chapter underlines the importance of a transnational
perspective (and particularly exchanges between continents) to under-
standing the development of European football.'.

To conclude the book, Yohan Ariffin, Senior Lecrurer in political
Science at the university of Lausanne, has written an afterword based on
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