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ESMO pays tribute to Professor José Baselga
It is with deep sadness that ESMO has learnt of the death of
Professor José Baselga, renowned for his outstanding con-
tributions in advancing cancer science, treatment and care
for countless patients across the globe, leaving an enduring
legacy for years to come.

His work as President of ESMO (2008-2009) triggered the
focused developments that have made ESMO the society it
is today, with a strategic plan which changed the organi-
sation for the better, inspired by his enthusiasm and hard
work.1

Looking at his legacy, the current ESMO President, Pro-
fessor Solange Peters, said: ‘Undoubtedly a giant of
oncology, one of the most innovative scientists, an amazing
mentor for so many cancer professionals. He gave a lot to
cancer research, cancer professionals and cancer patients:
now we all must continue his legacy.’

Among his major contributions to the advancement of
cancer research was the development of targeted agents for
the treatment of breast cancer and strategies to overcome
mechanisms of resistance. His clinical studies led to the
approval of trastuzumab, pertuzumab and everolimus, three
drugs which are considered life-changing medicines.2-5

Baselga’s work was built on his passion for medical
knowledge and the importance of the biological basis of
cancer, a field that looked promising to him many years
before the human genome was even deciphered, some of
his colleagues have noted.6,7

He strongly defended the need for innovative, selective
anticancer treatments, which differentiate malignant and
non-malignant cells, as a key approach to increase efficacy
with lower toxicity than conventional therapies.8,9 More-
over, he worked tirelessly to translate the best science into
the best care, bringing precision medicine to the clinic.10

In 2005, Baselga was granted the ESMO Award and in
2017 he received the ESMO Lifetime Achievement Award
for his crucial role in breast cancer drug development, for
being arguably the godfather of translational cancer
research, having consequently advanced precision cancer
science and medicine for the benefit of patients, not only in
his home country, Spain, but throughout Europe and at the
international level.

Baselga created a multidisciplinary unit for cancer care at
Vall d’Hebron University Hospital and founded a research
programme for preclinical, clinical and translational studies
to get the latest advances in the field accessible to the
patients who need them.
2059-7029/© 2021 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd on behalf of
European Society for Medical Oncology. This is an open access article under the
CC BY-NC-ND license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).

Volume 6 - Issue 3 - 2021
As president of the American Association for Cancer
Research (AACR), of the Vall d’Hebron Institute of Oncol-
ogy’s (VHIO’s) International Scientific Committee and the
FERO Foundation, and Professor of Medicine at Weill Cor-
nell Medical College and Harvard Medical School, Baselga
shared his contagious determination to advance cancer
science and improve patient care with the oncology com-
munity and future generations.

At the time of his passing, Baselga was head of oncology
research and development and a senior member of the
executive team at AstraZeneca. Before that, he was
Physician-in-Chief at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer
Center (MSK). Before MSK, Baselga was the Chief of the
Division of Hematology/Oncology, Associate Director of the
Massachusetts General Hospital Cancer Center. He was also
the Chairman of Medical Oncology and Founding Director of
the VHIO in Barcelona, Spain. He was a member of the
Board of Directors for the American Society of Clinical
Oncology, an elected member of the National Academy of
Medicine, the American Society of Clinical Investigation, the
Association of American Physicians and a Fellow of the
AACR Academy. He was member of the Editorial Boards of
Cancer Cell, the Journal of Clinical Oncology and Clinical
Cancer Research, and founding editor-in-chief for the AACR
flagship journal Cancer Discovery.

Looking back at his contribution in the field, Professor
Tabernero, who worked closely with Baselga and has known
him for years, said: ‘We have lost an extraordinary person,
passionate about everything he did, particularly when it
came to his profession, medicine, and his family. His hard
work only compared with his compassion towards cancer
patients, to whom he directed his enthusiasm and courage
to fight against the disease’.

On the day of his passing, thousands of colleagues, pa-
tients’ associations and individual patients expressed their
sadness via social media, where he was remembered for his
leadership, brilliance and passion for bringing better ther-
apies to patients. He has been referred to as ‘one of the
true giants in oncology’ who shaped modern cancer
research and care and saved so many lives.
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SP reports consultation/advisory role: AbbVie, Amgen,
AstraZeneca, Bayer, Beigene, Biocartis, Bio Invent, Blueprint
Medicines, Boehringer Ingelheim, Bristol-Myers Squibb
(BMS), Clovis, Daiichi Sankyo, Debiopharm, Eli Lilly, Elsevier,
F. Hoffmann-La Roche/Genentech, Foundation Medicine,
Illumina, Incyte, Janssen, Medscape, Merck Sharp & Dohme
(MSD), Merck Serono, Merrimack, Mirati, Novartis, Pharma
Mar, Phosplatin Therapeutics, Pfizer, Regeneron, Sanofi,
Seattle Genetics, Takeda, Vaccibody Talk in a company’s
organized public event: AstraZeneca, Boehringer Ingelheim,
BMS, e-cancer, Eli Lilly, F. Hoffmann-La Roche/Genentech,
Illumina, Medscape, MSD, Novartis, Physicians’ Education
Resource, Pfizer, Prime, Research To Practice, Sanofi,
Takeda. Receipt of grants/research supports: (sub)investi-
gator in trials (institutional financial support for clinical
trials) sponsored by Amgen, AstraZeneca, Biodesix, Boeh-
ringer Ingelheim, BMS, Clovis, F. Hoffmann-La Roche/Gen-
entech, GlaxoSmithKline (GSK), Illumina, Lilly, MSD, Merck
Serono, Mirati, Novartis, and Pfizer, Phosplatin Therapeu-
tics. JT reports personal financial interest in the form of a
scientific consultancy role for Array Biopharma, AstraZe-
neca, Bayer, Boehringer Ingelheim, Chugai, Daiichi Sankyo,
F. Hoffmann-La Roche Ltd, Genentech, Inc, HalioDX SAS,
Hutchison MediPharma International, Ikena Oncology,
IQVIA, Lilly, Menarini, Merck Serono, Merus, MSD, Mirati,
Neophore, Novartis, Orion Biotechnology, Peptomyc, Pfizer,
Pierre Fabre, Samsung Bioepis, Sanofi, Seattle Genetics,
Servier, Taiho, Tessa Therapeutics and TheraMyc. Educa-
tional collaboration: Imedex, Medscape Education, MJH Life
Sciences, PeerView Institute for Medical Education and
Physicians Education Resource (PER). AC reports honoraria
as invited speaker from MerckSerono, Amgen, Roche.
Honoraria for advisory board: Amgen, Beigene. Associate
Editor Annals of Oncology, Editor Cancer Treatment Re-
views. Research grant as PI (paid to institution): Abbvie,
Actuate Therapeutic, Alkermes Inc., Amgen, Astellas
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& Development, MedImmune, Meranini Ricerche, Novartis,
Puma Biotechnology, Symphogen, Tahio, Transgene, WNT
Research, Adaptimmune. SB reports research grants from
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lectures: Amgen, AstraZeneca, Clovis, Genmab, GSK,
Immunogen, Merck Serono, Mersana, MSD, Pfizer, Roche,
Seattle Genetics, Tesaro, Takeda. Clinical advisory board:
Epsilogen. RG reports being a core member of the European
Medicines Agency Scientific Advisory Group Oncology, an
expert evaluator for the EU Commission in 2020 on the
topic ‘Global Alliance for Chronic Diseases (GACD) 2 e
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consultation/lectures (no remuneration) for Novartis,
Mylan, Roche, Lilly, Apogen and Pfizer; and institutional
financial support (clinical trials, Italy) from MSD and
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Speaker: AstraZeneca, BMS, Eli Lilly, Medscape, MedUpdate,
Merck Serono, MSD, Roche, Promedicis, Servier, Servier,
StreamedUp!, Imedex. Expert testimony: Biontech, Elsevier.
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