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farmsteads. Last, we note the occupation of three sites
north of the Artemision, including the ancient deme
center of Aiglepheira. Overall, we can tentatively recre-
ate 6—8 ancient settlements between Eretria and Ama-
rynthos, which we interpret as ancient demes?. This dem-
onstrates a vibrant occupation in the region outside the
urban pole of Eretria, with settlement densities spreading
over a large area along the main communication axis.
These first results weaken the dichotomy between the
city and its countryside and promote instead the vision
of a more complex urban-rural continuum?.

In the Hellenistic period the level of occupation ap-
pears to drop dramatically from 101 to less than 20 sur-
vey units and sites, especially in the last two centuries BC.
This decrease is visible both inside and outside the
demes, prompting us to hypothesize a partial abandon-
ment of the Eretria-Amarynthos countryside in the Hel-
lenistic period. Such drops in occupation in the Helle-
nistic period have been recorded in other surveys in
Greece, but the case of EASP, if confirmed, appears to be
particularly telling. On the other hand, we record a sta-
bilization and slight increase in occupation during the
Roman Imperial period (1°°—4™ century cE). In the Late
Roman period (5™ — middle of 7 century cE), we ob-
serve a substantial increase in occupation and rural ex-
ploitation, with diagnostic pottery found in 45 survey
units. New single sites appear in the countryside and
several Classical deme sites are occupied or reoccupied in
the areas of Kotroni, Aghios Raphail, Liani Ammos,
Aghios Dimitrios and Ano Vatheia.

In the Byzantine period (43 survey units and sites), we
observed a paradigm shift in habitation and exploitation.
First, Eretria appears to be abandoned - or at least de-
populated to an unprecedented level in over two millen-
nia of occupation. Second, several Byzantine sites are
distributed along the Eretria-Gymnou axis, which con-
tinues to bear significance as a communication route: the
settlement (and church) of Aghion Asomaton lies on this
road, and it is important to cite the Medieval tower of
Gymnou in this historical context of Latin domination

37 On the deme of Eretria, see Fachard 2012 and Knoepfler 1997.
3% See Fachard, forthcoming.
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over Euboea (1204-1470)*. We also note a concentration
of occupation in the eastern part of the Sarandapotamos
Valley, with sites at Paleoekklisies, the area of Aghios
Savvas-Ano Vatheia, and Aiglepheira on the higher
slopes of Mt Servouni. This pattern fully expands in the
Late Byzantine-Early Ottoman period (diagnostic pot-
tery found in 44 survey units and sites), with significant
settlements and activity in the areas of Kotroni, Gym-
nou, (Ano) Vatheia, and the churches of Metamorphosis,
Aiglepheira-Zoodochos Pigi, Aghios Georgios and
Theotokos (mentioned above). Although the archaeo-
logical data is still incomplete, it matches with the Otto-
man tax records of 1474 that mention the “town” of
Vasya (Vatheia) and the villages of Gimnoz (Gymnou)
and Mumala (Mamoula, between modern Kallithea and
Metamorphosis) . In the Ottoman and Early modern
periods, we note a decrease in occupation, now mainly
concentrated in the areas of Gymnou and Ano Vatheia.

After three survey seasons, the occupational history of
the Eretria-Amarynthos region can already be studied
within a new epistemological framework and on a re-
search-driven base. The intensive and extensive survey
will continue in 2024 and 2025, as we plan on completing
the survey area extending from Eretria to the entire Sa-
randapotamos basin, the foothills of Mt Olympos, and
the western slopes of Mt Servouni.

AEGINA, HELLANION OROS: THE 2023 SEASON

Tobias Krapf, Stella Chryssoulaki, Leonidas Vokotopon-
los, Sophia Michalopoulou, Jérome André

In 2023, two excavation and pedestrian survey cam-
paigns took place on the peak and in the surroundings of
Hellanion Oros*.

3 Koder, 1973, 103; Lock 1996, 116; Loizou 2017.

40 Balta 1989, 330-331.

# The survey took place from 3 to 12 May 2023 with the participa-
tion of N. Kesidou and A. Kotzampourouni (University of Thessa-
loniki), L. Madson (Rutgers University) and K. Regnier (University
of Louvain). The excavation took place from the 11 September to 7
October 2023 with the participation of J. Rocha Baptista, C. Pacheco
Martins and E. Quintela Mimet (University of Lausanne),
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Fig. 10 Mycenaean building on the northern slope, with parts of the destruction layer i situ in trenches 8 and 9; in trench s, the destruction
layer has been excavated in a previous campaign

Excavation

Excavation focused on the Mycenaean building dis-
covered in 2021 on the steep slope north of the Analipsis
chapel®. The initial 2 m wide trench § was extended to
the east (trench 8) and west (trench 9), allowing the un-
covering of the entire structure containing the destruc-
tion deposit (fig. 10). This space, which measures ap-
proximately 3,7 x 2,8 m, is delimited to the south (wall 8)
and west (wall 13) by well-preserved walls; there is not
much left of the northern wall, while a large rock marks
its eastern limit.

I. KutleSovski (University of Heidelberg), G. Plakas (European Uni-
versity Cyprus) and Ch. Spyrelli (University of Ioannina). The field-
work was financed by the Foundation of the ESAG.

# For the previous campaigns see AntK 65, 2022, 137-142; AntK 66,
2023, 100—104. For a synthesis of the work carried out in 2021-2023
see Krapf et al. 2023.

Trench 8 yielded a large storage jar, a tripod cooking
pot, a basin, and sherds from other vases. Another large
storage jar was found at the southwest corner of trench 9
near a protruding rock with a relatively level upper sur-
face, possibly used as a shelf (pl. 12, 2). Upon the latter,
and between the aforementioned storage jar and the
walls, a concentration of vases was discovered, many of
which might have fallen from a higher level. The vases
included two tripod cooking pots and further fragments
of one with carination found earlier in trench s, a cook-
ing jar, a drinking vase with carinated body, and a small
alabastron. At the time of its destruction, the building
contained a minimum of 30 vases*, of which at least six
were tripod cooking pots. Together with other types of
cooking vessels, they underline the importance of food

# As the finds of 2023 have not yet been restored, it is impossible to
describe the assemblage in detail.
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Fig. 11 Map of the survey area, with the survey units until 2023
indicated in white

preparation as one of the activities carried out at the
building. The coexistence of LH IIIB2 and LH IIIC
shapes dates the collapse of the building to an early stage
of the Postpalatial period.

So far, it is unclear if the building had additional
rooms. The excavation of the area extending immediately
upslope to the south, where a series of Mycenaean finds
has been retrieved previously from a black layer, contin-
ued in 2023 without providing clear evidence for walls
that would delimit another space. However, a few MH
sherds have been found beneath the Mycenaean layer
and immediately above the rock, confirming the evidence
for early frequentation of the site**. Above the Myce-
naean deposits, the area of the three trenches 5, 8 and 9
was covered by a layer containing pottery from the Geo-
metric to Roman periods and thousands of tiny frag-
ments of highly burnt animal bones*. This year, many
fragments of Roman lamps have been recovered near the
rock that delimits the Mycenaean building to the east,
including a fragment depicting Eros playing a double
flute. These findings provide additional evidence of the
cult activities that took place during the historical peri-
ods on the summit.

# Further evidence stems from the trenches opened earlier at the
summit, south of the chapel, as well as from surface collection.

# Zooarchaeologist A. Gkotsinas, with the help of restorer K. Ana-
gnostopoulou-Stamatopoulou, cleaned most of the bones found at
the site. He highlights the predominance of sheep, goats, and piglets,
along with a significant presence of tortoises, fish, and shellfish. The
discovery of burnt bones suggests they are remnants of ritual prac-
tices, possibly including animal sacrifices.

106

Fig. 12 Quarry Fe_o86, situated to the northwest of Hellanion
Oros

Survey

The intensive surface survey was carried out by a team
of 5—6 field walkers (fig. 11). In 2023, the team investi-
gated the northwest slopes of Hellanion Oros and the
small plain with an old olive grove between the chapels of
Agia Triada* and Agios Georgios, where some lithics
previously collected announced additional finds. Eighty-
two units have been explored in a mostly rugged terrain of
abandoned and overgrown terraces. Visibility was better
in the plateau, thanks to the flat surface and its use for
grazing. Pottery was detected in 80 % of the surveyed
units, representing a wide range of periods. Besides, 156
obsidian and flint blades and flakes were collected in 2023,
some in larger concentrations (e.g., 26 in SU_o59). Apart
from drystone terrace walls, the team located numerous
ruined features interpreted as huts — isolated or in clus-

# Not to be confused with the chapel of the same name at Sphen-
tourl.
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ters —, small rock shelters, many enclosures, and small
souvales (cisterns), attesting to the area’s intensive use up
to the mid-twentieth century. Noteworthy is a quarry
with some half-extracted blocks, wedge slots, and cut-
marks (Fe_o86, figs. 11. 12). A rupestral inscription was
located nearby, covered by dense lichen. A second inscrip-
tion was identified close to the path that ascends the west
slope of Hellanion Oros, leading to the summit.

Last, Francois de Polignac’s study of the intervisibility
between peak sanctuaries around the Saronic Gulf will
contribute to the contextualisation of Hellanion Oros. A
whole series of cult sites of Zeus are visible from Hellan-
ion Oros: Mts Paneion and Olympos in southern Attica,
Hymettos and Parnes, the sanctuary of Zeus Aphesios in
the Megaris and Mt Arachnaion in the Argolid?.
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Fig. 10 Mycenaean building on the northern slope,
with parts of the destruction layer iz situ in
trenches 8 and 9. In the intermediate section
(trench 5), the destruction layer has been
excavated in a previous campaign.

Fig. 11 Map of the survey area, with the survey units
until 2023 indicated in white.
Fig. 12 Quarry Fe_o86, situated to the northwest of

Hellanion Oros.
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