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Abstract

It is the objective of this article to tell the spatial story of St. Francis‘s Yard in Wan Chai from the
geographical perspective, discussing how its rises and falls echo the urban development
trajectory of Hong Kong. Other than the life course in sociology and oral history in history, the
methodology of spatial story in geography highlights the spatiality of processes. By putting spatial
practices into narratives and closely linking the spatial setting and temporal sequence, spatial
story is useful to analyse urban processes. Based on previous studies, this article attempts to
enrich the understanding of St. Francis's Yard in Wan Chai. Forming in the late 19th Century, St.
Francis‘s Yard has been an urban community for Chinese laity. This article documents the
everyday life in this urban community and the transformation of its landscape in the 20th century,
and thus uses it as a case to analyse how the land (re)development regime in Hong Kong has been
formulated alongside the capitalist urban processes of Hong Kong.
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An Urgent Appeal
of H. E. Bishop Valtorta
to All Catholics of Hong Kong,
for contribution towards the
Building Fund of
“THE HOLY SOULS’ CHURCH”
: in

Even before my arrival in Hong Kong I had
the pleasure to receive some very consoling and
encouraging reports about Wanchai, which I
could afterwards actually see by myself that they
were true. There is to be noticed all over Hong
Kong a general and most praiseworthy effort to
improve the city’s conditions and repair the ruins
of the black years of enemy occupation. Catho-
lic efforts for their associations, their churches
and their schools do most certainly not remain
behind, rather they are even more to the front.
But by far the greatest effort I have noticed is
the effort of the Wanchai Catholics to build their
Parish Church. It is something quite unique. It
touches one’s heart to compare the magnitude of
the Catholics of Wanchai with their miserable
economic condition.

It is known to all that Wanchai has always
been numbered amongst the very poorest quar-
ters of the town and is perhaps the poorest of
them all. In addition, it has very greatly suffer-
ed, and perhaps more than all” other districts,
from bombing and shelling and war destruction.
How many of its poor inhabitants - have died
during the war, nobody will ever know and I am
afraid nobody cares to know. Hardly a day
passed without some bodies being found in ifs
desolate streets: bodies of poor people, of whom
I am myself a witness that they had to die of
starvation. Now, the war over, what was left of
the pre-war population has somewhat revived and
has even been greatly swelled by the arrival
of other poor from neighbouring places. There
are no houses to accommodate them but' all
empty spaces, streets and broken abandoned
buildings are full of street-sleepers. Amongst
this vast crowd of poor, there is in Wanchai a
pretty large number of Catholics. perhaps 1.600.
They share the common lot of being the poorest
amongst the very poor. Yet, though so poor,
they have taken up again the idea to build their
Parish Church. It is an old idea, which was
put forward over 12 years ago and was painfully
but steadily pursued till the outbreak of the war
and is now pushed on with renewed vigour. The
Wanchai Catholics have very good reasons for
doing so, for, although their number is over
1,600, they have no Parish Church yet and need
one very badly. The only place of worship
which they now have is the Chapel of the Canos-
sian Convent of Wanchai. But it is ridiculously
inadequate, as it has accommodation for 150
people only. The Wanchai Catholics are good
Catholics and therefore go to Communion by
hundreds and hundreds every Sunday, but in
order to do so, they are obliged to march in file
inside the Church to the altar railing, receive
Holy Communion and immediately march in file
out of the Chapel and leave the place to others
that are awaiting outside. The case of the
Wanchai Catholics is thus an extremely deserving
one: most certainly they need a Church.

Now, they have got the site: it is not a
pretentious one, but it is there, and that is some-
thing. Besides, they have collected a sum of over
80,000 Hong Kong dollars, and that is some-
thing, too. Not that the Wanchai Catholics
could ever raise this sum by themselves, but, in
view of their good will and as a result of their
prayers, people have already come to their help.
I am deeply moved, and how I wish to say ‘“‘let
us start the work!”” But, in spite of my ardent
desire, I dare not; we are still by far too much
behind what is required to build even a very
modest Church. Therefore, instead of saying
“let us start the work” I can only say “let us
make another effort!” We must get near at least
one half of what we need before we -can actually
dare to start and succeed. God wills.it. Were
the Catholics of Wanchai relying only on their
material efforts, I would myself lose hope; neither
would T ever dare to appeal again to the charity
and good-will of others to come forward to help
them. But the Wanchai Catholics are not relying
on their efforts, but put their trust in God; they

Wanchai

are praying and praying and doing penance
and fasting in order to obtain from God that
their Church should materialize. Under these
circumstances, 1 feel in duty bound, not only to
help them myself to the utmost of my personal
possibilities, but also to ask others to help. I
believe it would be a shame to refuse our help
to such a worthy cause, to stand aside and do
nothing when we see our brethren go even fast-
ing in order to forward the building of their
Church. How can we fare in their comparison
before the Lord, our common Father? Therefore
I trust that all our Catholics and all our Catholic
bodies and institutions will not refuse to listen to
my earnest invitation. Let us all make another
effort in favour of the new church for Wanchai
and then we will actualy start the work and
rely on God to bring "it to conclusion. We
have only to follow the example of the poor: it
is always the poor who are setting the example
to the rich how to be generous, because they
always give something, i.e. their prayers and
also, whatever material help they can afford.
A poor old woman, sick and forsaken by her
relatives, and without even a house to live in,
has offered $500.00 towards the Holy Souls’
Church Fund. When asked how, being so poor,
she could offer so much, she replied that she
had sold her golden ear and finger rings, to make
sure that after her death some good souls would
pray for her. Wonderful example, indeed! Were
we all to join the poor Catholics of Wanchai in
their prayers and in their giving, the building of
the new church, and I mean not only the starting
of the work, but the actual completion of the
building, would be a matter of only a few
months.

The new church  jo +a ha  Aadicaénd én +tha
Holy Souls.  Special prayers will always take
place in it for the souls: every Monday a Mas:
will be said there in pepetuity for the Souls and
for all Benefactors. How could we suppose that
the Holy Souls will let themselves be vanquished
in generosity. On the contrary, we may rest
assured that they, the suffering branch of the
Catholic Church will aways be on the alert and
stand by us, the militant branch, in order to
help us until we all together join the triumphant
Church in Heaven. Many saints were used to
say that they were never disappointed whenever
they asked for graces through the intercession of
the Holy Souls.

A feature of the new church will be the
commemorative tablets that will appear on the
walls of the building with the names of those for
whom they are intended. For the comparatively
light contribution of 500 dollars we can have the
right to one of such tablets. Here is, then, a
practical suggestion. Instead of erecting costly
monuments to the memory of our dear ones in
cemeteries where few are wont to go and pray,
it would surely be better to have their names on
tablets in a Church, where they will be daily
before our eyes and thus their memory will be
always present to us and prayers will be always
offered for them. It is a sad thing to say that
we seldom visit our cemeteries and the monu-
ments of our dear ones; but such is the fact. It
cannot be so in a church.

In conclusion, let us all join hands and help.
Perhaps we can give but little, for there are other
poor in Hong Kong besides those of Wanchai.
At least we may give our prayers, and offer our
daily sacrifice, or mortification, to God in union
with the prayers and mortifications of our
brethren of Wanchai, trusting without doubting,
that the good Lord will hear us. And let us be
assured that we shall soon have in Wanchai the
much-needed Church of the Holy Souls.

Hong Kong, 15th October, 1947.
Henry Valtorta,
Bishop of Hong Kong.
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ANNOUNCEM

“LET US PRAY FOR OUR BELOVED DEPARTED
THAT GOD’S ETERNAL LIGHT SHINE UPON THEM.”

e o

| As there are so many devout
A Special Pontifical Requ | Catholics in Hongkong, whose co-
s | ion and assist: I bave to

iem Mass will be cel e

the Catholie Cathedral, 16 Caine |
Road, on Monday November § | ©0Unt upon, I thought I ought to
1948 at 9 a.m repeat the appeal already made by

All Qatholics are invited His Lordship Bishop Valtorta
i time ago, on behalf of the

HOLY SOULS' CHURCH “WANCHAL CHURCH BUIL-
WARCHAT DING FUND.

Opposite, is a rough sketch of the
Holy Souls’ Church. With your
help, this Church will soon come
) {3 T A
without it, and without Ged's help,
there can be no church,

There is no worthier cause than
v contributing to a Church Building
Fund.

A dual satisfaction is achieved, of
glorifying God’s name, and baving
prayers for the Holy Souls offered
4 up.

Please do not forget the HOLY SOULS’ CHURCH
IT REALLY NEEDS YOUR HELP.

Allow me, as Parish Priest of Wanchai, to say a
prayer for you and for your departed relatives and for all your
good intentions. Thank you and God bless.

Fr. James Zilioli
Parish Priest, Wanchai.
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