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The Covid-19 Pandemic in Western Societies and

Social Sciences
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Abstract: The worldwide effects of the Covid—19 pandemic have been felt
in all aspects of life, including social sciences research. This study examines
how Western science, society and government agencies dealt with an upheaval
shaking the foundations of their societies to the core. The research finds that
the endless daily complications caused by the pandemic in industrial—capitalist
life (urbanized, democratic—bureaucratic and individualistic), are the product of
an illusory "imaginary" of modernity espoused several centuries ago and these
societies’ reactions to the enormous challenges they confronted. The research
highlights the position of the social sciences in this broad process and explores
the epistemological background of the questions posed by the social sciences
and their relationship with society and its centers of power.

Keywords: Covid—19 Pandemic, Social Sciences, Western Societies,
Epistemology, Modernity.
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(1) "COVID-19 Resources for Sociologists," American Sociological Association, 15/7/2020, accessed on 22/2/2021, at:
https://bit.ly/3aHV925

(2) Nina Brown et al. (eds.), "Teaching COVID-19: An Anthropology Syllabus Project," Google Docs, accessed on
22/2/2021, at: https://bit.ly/3ujOumz

(3) Siri Colom (ed.), "Teaching Coronavirus: Sociological Syllabus Project," Google Docs, accessed on 22/2/2021, at:
http://bit.ly/3bwM9Mi

(4) "Care in Uncertain Times Syllabus," Duke University Press, 25/3/2020, accessed on 22/2/2021, at:
https://bit.ly/3dzKMiB

(5) "Queering the Pandemic Syllabus," Google Docs, accessed on 22/2/2021, at: https:/bit.ly/3byxDnA

(6) Nana Afua Yeboaa Brantuo, "Black Feminist Perspectives on COVID-19: A Reading List," Black Women Radicals,
28/4/2020, accessed on 22/2/2021, at: https:/bit.ly/2ZZAWXDN

(7) "COVID-19 Resources," Harvard University, accessed on 22/2/2021, at: https://bit.ly/3kc9tmx
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(8) "#Coronavirussyllabus: A Crowdsourced Cross—disciplinary Resource," Google Docs, 12/3/2020, accessed on
22/2/2021, at: https://bit.ly/37Axv5H

)’a.:- 4:\7..',»;‘5{))51@\351. uﬂj).;é il EJAU& C«J.Abu'.“ d}> 9)
Mike Wesch, "Adapting ANTH101 Challenges for Covid-19," ANTH 101, 21/3/2020, accessed on 22/2/2021, at:
https://bit.ly/2ZBFaMP

Vitrines en confinement, accessed on 22/2/2021, at: https://bit.ly/2MgIn5s : Lty «Jledl Jow Je (10)

:Jd S s (11)
CO-VIES20, accessed on 22/2/2021, at: https://bit.ly/2NRHTyI; "Comment vivez—vous la pandémie de Coronavirus?
Quelles expériences, émotions, réflexions vous accompagnent pendant cette période?" Corona—memory, accessed on
22/2/2021, at: https://bit.ly/2MiLiXe
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.Viral, accessed on 22/2/2021, at: https://bit.ly/2MdgUgR :Jtall Jow Je (12)
(13) Christophe Prochasson, "Carnet de I’EHESS," EHESS, accessed on 22/2/2021, at: https://bit.ly/3kd7Zss
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(15) Christos Lynteris, "COVID-19 Forum: Introduction," Somtosphere, 6/3/2020, accessed on 22/2/2021, at:
https://bit.ly/37ESLgm

(16) Soledad Balerdi, Paula Cuestas & Julia Hang, "Les sciences sociales face au confinement. Enquéte, diagnostic et
contributions en Argentine," CO-VIES20, 6/7/2020, accessed on 22/2/2021, at: https://bit.ly/2Nju9x7
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"COVID-19 Virtual Events," Columbia University Irving Medical Center, accessed on 22/2/2021, at:
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(18) David Stark, "Testing and Being Tested in Pandemic Times," Sociologica, vol. 14, no. 1 (2020), pp. 67-94.
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(19) "Call for Proposals: WUN Addressing Research Needs Triggered by the Covid—19 Pandemic," WUN, 2/4/2020,
accessed on 22/2/2021, at: https://bit.ly/2NjY8VJ
(L) Josis s b Ol dulys 55,0 Lalbl 15 el (230 600 e ST Oleuzal (20)
"CODE-VIRUS," Pacte, accessed on 22/2/2021, at: https://bit.ly/3dIrelO
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Nate Matias & Alex Leavitt, "COVID-19 International Academic Social Science Research Project Tracker," Google
Docs, accessed on 22/2/2021, at: https://bit.ly/3ujcje9

(22) Social Anthropology, vol. 28, no. 2 (2020), pp. 211-555.
(23) Fiorenza Gamba et al. (dir.), COVID—-19: Le regard des sciences sociales (Genéve: Seismo, 2020).
(24) "Democracy in the Time of COVID-19," Democratic Theory, vol. 7, no. 2 (2020).

(25) Raad Fadaak, Myles Leslie & Nicole Pinto, "A‘New Normal’ for the Social Sciences: Improving Pandemic
Preparedness and Response," LSE, 21/9/2020, accessed on 22/2/2021, at: https://bit.ly/3dEx3aj

(26) Elsa Bansard & Anne—Coralie Bonnaire, "‘Les SHS face au Covid-19’ — Quatre mois de débat public: Une
proposition d’analyse de contenu," MSH—Paris—Saclay Ruptures des pratiques et dynamique du débat — Les SHS face a
la crise Covid—19, Colloque, 12—13 octobre 2020.
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(27) Creighton Connolly, Roger Keil & S. Harris Ali, "Extended Urbanisation and the Spatialities of Infectious Disease:
Demographic Change, Infrastructure and Governance," Urban Studies, vol. 58, no. 2 (2020), pp. 245-263.

(28) Sandro Cattacin, "Stigmatisations inversées, renversées et rétablies," in: Gamba et al. (dir.), pp. 149-158.
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(29) Conor Dougherty, "12 People in a 3—Bedroom House, Then the Virus Entered the Equation," The New York Times,
2/8/2020, accessed on 22/2/2021, at: https://nyti.ms/3ulWi7q

(30) Eric D. Widmer et al., "Dynamiques familiales et Covid—19: Réactions a la période de confinement," in: Gamba et
al. (dir.), pp. 159-178.

(31) Daniel Stoecklin, "Les enfants face aux conséquences du covid—19," in: Gamba et al. (dir.), pp. 193-214.

226.
(33) Marco Nardone, "Le Covid—19 en prison," in: Gamba et al. (dir.), pp. 227-246.

(34) Colleen M. Flood et al. (eds.), Vulnerable: The Law, Policy and Ethics of Covid—19 (Ottawa: University of Ottawa
Press, 2020).
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