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FOREWORD

WHICH FUTURE FOR THE DEUTERONOMISTIC HISTORY?

Contrary to the Pentateuch' the Prophets and the Writings the so-

called "Deuteronomistic History" is a construction of modem research'

It is very difficult to know wîo first invented the term "deuterono-

mistic". It was certainly "in the "lt-' ill"tdT in the nineteenth century;

this is clear enough rn ti" *ort, of de wetter and many others' All these

scholars recognized tf'ut1"*t' in the style of Deuterononomy exist both

in the historical books and also in the Tetrateuch' Ewald in the middle of

the XIXth century nuJ irr" idea of a double deuteronomistic (Josianic

and exilic) edition of irr" books of Judges thr.ough Kings (followed by

Wellhausen una otn"rrT .,i'uft ift" Hexatzuch likely having been edited by

(another) deuteronomistic redactor2' Duhm then found a multiplicity of

deuteronomists tfuougïoui-tft" Uoot ofJeremiah3' Hence' everything

was in place when tîotn inu""ted the Deuteronomistic History' And

even cross, mooitication of Noth,s hypothesis by locating the first edi-

tion of the l)eutero"o*i"i" History 
-under 

Josiah has its roots in the

nineteenth centurYa'
For a long time the only real problem concerning the Deuteronomistic

History was the choice b"t*""n t*o altematives: an original Josianic or

a exilic edition. But in the last decade things have become more compli-

cated. The adherents of it'" Cot'ingen school are multiplying redactional

layers in the leuteron"ttiui" Hisàry' adding new initials such as DtrB'

DtrS, DtrU and others to DtrH' DtrP' DtrN5' This approach makes it

1. For more details cf' T' RÔMER et A' oe?-unv' L'Historiographie Deutéronomiste

(HD). Histoit'e a" n "''n'iiià")fini"o 
dtt débat;in A' oo Punv - T' RÔunn - J'-D'

Meccrn (eds',, Israët 'ï"i:"i" tà- ii"ont' L'hiitoriographie deutéronomiste à Ia

lumière des recherches ':;;;';;'; il" rta"ta"-4" ta nltte'":+)' Genève' tll::^'"t uto"t'

1996, pp. 9-120; English lt""ti"r"it " 
Israel Consfi'ttcts lti Histoty' Deuteronomistic His-

toriography o, rlna"'toîi'iî-i'î"" n"tarcft (JSOT S' 306)' Sheffield' JSOT Press'

2000, PP. 20-138.
2. H. Ew,qr-o, History of lstael' 6 vol" London 1367-1886'

.3. B. Dunrr,r, oo, er|rT;',i;riùïi' iii iiiui'.'g"n - Leipzrg' J'c'B' Mohr (Paul

tt"f"5);.13Îl 
very close to the view of wellhausen and others; rf. F.Y' cnoss, 

'/re
Thcnrcs of the Book "7-Xi'g' 

and the Slructure'o{ the Deuleronomislit History' n

Canaanite Myth and u't'"'"l.,l'"npi,,'-s;-; f the Hisiotv of t!1 fljsion of Israel' Cam'

bridge. MA - London' Hu,uu,d Uniu..sity Press. 1913,pp.214-289.

5. See for instance r' îi-àt^' l' tolirant Monolatry'in the Deuteronomistic History
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X FOREWORD

the Pentateuch and the work of the Chronicler. Diana Edelman (<The
Deuteronomist's David and the Chronicler's David: Competing or Con-
trasting Ideologies?>) addresses the question of Davidic ideology in
Samuel-Kings and Chronicles. Her work stands in stark contrast to
Auld's conclusions. Félix Garcia L6pez (<La muerte de Moisés, la suce-
si6n de Josué y la escritura de la Tôrah [Deuteronomio 31-34]>)
explores the relationship between the so-called deuteronomistic redac-
tion of the Pentateuch and the Deuteronomistic History, finding support
for a late <<D-composition>> in the Pentateuch. Michaela Bauks (<La sig-
nification de I'espace et du temps dans I'historiographie sacerdotale>>)
and Emst Axel Knauf (<Die Priesterschrift und die Geschichte der
Deuteronomisten>>) investigate the Priestly tradition, which appears
more and more as an ideological counterpart to deuteronomistic theol-
ogy.

The arrangement of the contributions is simply by alphabetic order
since many articles cannot been reduced to one of the three main themes
that I have briefly presented. Each article offers a valuable entry into one
of the most important discussions of Old Testament scholarship at the
end of the twentieth century. Some readers may feel a frustration of sorts
at the apparent lack of consensus. Nevertheless, all the papers collected
in this volume underline the importance of what we call the deuterono-
mistsr0 for the formation of the Hebrew Bible.

This foreword gives me the opportunity to express my gratitude to
Professor F. Neirynck for having accepted this manuscript in the BETL
series, to the Publishers Peeters for their careful work, and last but not
least to Mr. Christophe Nihan and Mrs. Renée Girardet for their hard
work on the indexes.
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