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TO THE EDITORS:

We read with great interest the letter by Gordon et al.
concerning our recently published study of the quality
of the information on living donor liver transplanta-
tion available on the Internet.1

We agree that there is an urgent need for standar-
dized and comprehensive information that is readily
available for potential living liver donors. This can
probably be best achieved with a Web-based tool that
not only informs potential donors about the risks and
benefits but also educates them by delivering interac-
tive personalized information and hence allows them
to receive the information that best suits them. This
will lead potential living donors to a more effective
and ethically acceptable informed consent process.

Before such a sophisticated Web-based tool is
designed, we should focus on establishing a standar-
dized donor information aid document. We have al-
ready initiated the development of such a document
that complies with the well-accepted International
Patient Decision Aid Standards.2 The methodology
relies on the Web-based Delphi consensus model to
ensure an internationally well-accepted document.2

We have contacted expert researchers and develop-
ers familiar with this topic; these individuals
should include lay people, surgeons, hepatologists,
oncologists, epidemiologists, ethicists, and e-health

specialists. Those who are interested in collaborating
with us may register their interest at our newly cre-
ated Web site3 and thereby help us to produce an
internationally accepted consensus on standardized
information for living liver donor aid documents.
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