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specific emissaries remain understudied topics.3 Due to the fact that resident
ambassadors did not yet exist-only in 1460 was the first permanent Savoyard
ambassador accredited at the papal ç6s11+-[lnadeus VIII placed particular
missions in the hands of the individuals whom he considered most capable of
completingthe negotiations successfrrlly.Asystematic examination ofthe excep-
tional series offinancial accountss at the Turin state archives, ofthe collection of
instructions provided to ducal envoys, and of letters or memoirs from their
embassies, permits one to identify both the criteria on which diplomatic
appointments were based, and the kinds of diplomatic techniques employed by
AmadeusVIIL

Choosing Emissaries
The vast majority of envoys were chosen from among the ducal counselors.
These men were well familiar with the political affairs of the duchy and met fre-
quently with their lord. Ambassadors who were not also counselors were either
members of the princet household (squires, for example) or held territorial posi-
tions (such as judicial posts). While there were a number of nobles who took part
in diplomatic negotiations, especially for missions of prestige, jurists were also an
important presence. The latter were indispensable when it came to resolving the
numerous legal disputes that marked the reign ofAmadeus \rIIl such as the prob-
lem of the fealty oath of the marquis of Saluzzo in 1413 and 1414,6 the debate
over the county of Geneva between 1403 and 1424,7 andof course the accession

3. Onlyfor the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries is there a developed bibliography on this topic. The
works offour historims in particula should be signaled: Frigo, Principe, ambascîatori e "jus gentium"; Stons,
War, Diplomacy and the Rke oJ Savoy, 1690-1720; Storrs, "sardinim Diplomacy in the Eighteenth Century";
Osborne, Dynasty and Diplomacy in the Court oJ Savoy; Zwierlein, "savoyen-Piemonts Verhiiltnis zum Reich
I536 bis 1618."

4. Eusebio Mæguia, archdeacon ofVercelli and apostolic protonotary, was sent to Rome as resident at
the court of Pius II; ASTI, Materie politiche per rapporto a1l'interno, Protocolli dei notai della corona,
Protocolli camerali 50, fol. 208r-v and Protocolli camerali 52, fol. 218r.

5. I refer above all to the accounts ofthe general treasury ofSavoy, ofthe household, ofaccounts'de
voyages," md those ofthe chmcery. Diplomatic travels could also be recorded in thevarious territoriâl accomt
books of the Savoyad states, such as those of the castellanies. The castellmy accomts are held in ptrt at the
state ilchives in Turû1 but some are also found in the various deputmental archives, such as those ofsavoie in
Chambéry, of Haute-Savoie in Amecy, of the Côte-d'Or in Dijon, of Isère in Grenoble, md of the Aipes-
Muitimes in Nice. For more on the geographic dispersal of the rchives of the house of SavoyfollowingWorid
WarI!seeD'AngioliniandPavone, Guidageneraledeglîarchividistatoitalianî,4:375-S3,ndforadescription
of the orgmization of Savoyrd sources, see Aldenrnatten and Castelnuovo, "Produzione documentæia e
conservazione ilchivistica nel principato sabaudo, XIII-XV secolo."

6. Cognasso, Amedeo WII, t:18t-83; Babero, "La dipendenza politica del muchesato di Saluzzo nei
confronti delle potenze vicine al tempo di Ludovico I," 191-94.

7. Pibiri, "En ambassarie devers le roi des Romains." See also Bubey, Louis de Chalon, 86-92; Dtpxc, Le
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of Amadeus vIII to the ducal title in 1416.8 Embassies in which both a noble
counselor and a jurist took part reflected the two aspects of the negotiations.
Ceremonial and courtly manners were one element. The nobles mastered this
perfectly, emphasizing their personal and social prestige. The other factor was

technical and satisfied by the requisite legal knowledge of the jurists.e

Amadeus VIII did not appoint members of his council or his court to these

missions randomly. It is true that the great dignitaries ofhis domains, such as the
chancellor orhis field marshals, were usuallymandated to sign marriage contracts

or final treaties, but fypically they did not engage in the process until after less

important officers had carried out the rePeated negotiations necessaryto reach an

agreement. It seems undeniable that Amadeus VIII appointed certain officers as

privileged emissaries to particular places or Persons. For example, in the case of
negotiations with France and Burgundy, the duke preferred emissaries with famil-
ial roots in areas near those two states, facilitating exchanges between courts and

sometimes evenresultinginmultiPle service. BertrandMelin, a squire fromBresse,

offers a remarkable case. He was sent on over forty missions between 1403 and

1430 (when he died) to mediate between the combatants of the Hundred Years'

war. He was a squire and castellan ofAmadeus vIII, but he was also a squire of the
dukes of BurgundyJohn the Fearless and Philip the Good as well as bailiff of
Mauléwier in Normandy for Amadeus VIII in 1412. Likewise, the Grolée, origi-
nally from Dauphiné but vassals of Savoy for their lands in Bugey, held elevated

posts for the king of France and in the oligarchy of Lyon, and also were named
regularly to the embassies that Amadeus VIII sent to France. A similar case is

offered by members of the Martel family, especially Guillaume de Martef lord of
Grammont in Bugey, and Martellet de Martef who were envoys on several occa-

sions between l4l3 arld 1424 to the future King Charles VII, and with good
reason. Guillaume was squire, counselor, and maître de l'hôtel of Amadeus VIII
beginning in L4L7,but he also carried out the functions of counselor and cham-

berlain of King Charles VI and then of his son the dauphin.to
These are the most salient examPles, but other lineages that were well

known on either side of the Savoyard border, such as the du Saix, the Luyrieux,

comté de Genèue,328-47 .

8. Cognasso, Ame deo WI,7:214-L8;Tabacco,Lo stato sabaudo nel sacro romano impero,49-57'

9. The same was true in Burgundy; see Borchgrave, 'DiPlomates et diplomatie," 77; Spilzbxùt,
"Ambassades et mbassadeurs," 591-92; Schnerb, "Les ambassadeurs bourguignonsi' 225-29.For France, see

Le Bis, "La pratique de la diplomatie," 147-49; Gnshof, Le Moyen Age,214. For Milm, see soldi Rondinini,
"Ambasciatori e mbascerie," 327, 335-36; Leverotti, Diplomazia e governo dello stato, 36-39, 76-77;
Matgaroli, Diplomazia e stati rinascimentali, 27 S-89 '

10. See Pibùi, "Le persomel diplomatique d'AmédéeVIII de Savoie entre France et Bourgognei 8l-94.
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or the Menthon, were regularly chosen byAmadeus VIII to serve as diplomats in
France or Burgundy.rl

Amadeus \TII thus took advantage of the networks and the multiple socio-
territorial ties of his emissaries. While some Savoyard ambassadors can be
considered veritable specialists, given the frequency with which they were given
charge of matters relating to the French and Burgundian courts, the service of
these officials was not necessarily limited to those specific issues.

In some cases, thougfu this specialization resulted in a unique assignment.
One might refer to such officers as liaison agents. The best examples are offered
by Philibert Andrevet and Guillaume de Villarzel.

Philibert Andrevet was a Savoyard knight originally from Pont-de-Vauxwho
served as squire, counselor, and chamberlain ofAmadeus \rIII and as castellan of
Bâgé and of Pont-de-Veyle. Amadeus VIII employed him diplomatically onlyin
relations with Burgundybetween 1416 and 1438. What makes his case distinc-
tive is that he was also appointed by Philip the Good, whom he served as

chamberlain and counselor, to negotiate with Amadeus \rIII. Each of the two
princes benefited from the fact that Philibert belonged to each of their entou-
rages, using this multiple service as an instrument of international politics.
Philibert Andrevet enjoyed, effectively, direct access to and the trust of both
princes-obviously an enormous advantage in terms of completing negotia-
tions successfully.tt The ducal squire Guillaume de Villarzel was from Vaud and
functioned as a special liaison between Savoy and Berne beginning in 1436. His
marriage to Elisabeth Matter made him abourgeois of Berne. He was also a mem-
ber of the city council and spoke both French and German.t3

It is thus clear that Amadeus VIII sought to favor the continuity of relations
with diplomatic counterparts by sending the same emissaries on repeated mis-
sions. Negotiations were thus facilitated, both on practical and diplomatic levels,
and a favorable environment was established. This kind of repetition also pro-
vided for the training ofyounger officials who worked with experienced envoys.
Some of these junior emissaries were eventually named as principal ambassa-
dors after a few missions.la

11. Ibid.
12. Ibid. See also Barlter, Légistes et gens de Jinances au XVe siècle, 292-99; Schnerb, "Les ambassadeurs

bourguignons," 231; Spitzbarth, "Ambassades et ambassadeurs," 120, 284, 334,347,357,366,395,451.
13. Pibiri, "Le personnel diplomatique des ducs Amédée \/III et Louis de Savoie," 64-68; Cornn,"Un

diplomate du XVe siècle: Guillaume de Villarzel," 129-39,161,-75,193-207,225-33.
14.P1biri, En nyage pour Monseigneur, 55.
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Logistical Support
Not only did Amadeus \rIII choose his emissaries very carefully, he also took
great care as he appointed the mounted officers who accompanied them on their
embassies. These officers carried diplomatic correspondence to and from the
duke, and delivered new instructions or cash payments to the ambassadors.
They also guided them during their travels, helped them secure lodging and
safe-conducts, and served as interpreters. The abilities of these messengers, Par-
ticularly their knowledge of foreign languages and routes, were important factors
in the decision to appoint them. Many ducal messengers were chosen for their
missions due to such qualifications, which marked them as 'tpecialists" for cer-
tain regions or in relations with specific courts. This kind of deliberate choice,
which was especially evident for mounted officers of German origin or who
spoke German, was clearly designed to ensure the success of the mission and to
eliminate onerous expenses associated with guides and interpreters. For exam-
ple, Conrad of Nuremberg, active between L4l7 and 1438, carried out most of
his missions in German-speaking countries, notably at the court of Emperor
Sigismond of Luxembourg, where he was sent twenty-six times.ls

Likewise, the strikingincrease in the number ofmounted ducal officers dur-
ing the reign ofAmadeus VIII, from sixin 1410 to seventeen in1439,is linked to
the duke's intensive diplomatic activity and thereby to the crucial logistic sup-
port provided by these officers to various embassies.t6

Diplomatic Instructions
A precise study of the instructions delivered to Savoyard ambassadors offers
another perspective from which to examine the diplomatic practice ofAmadeus
VIIL17 Tlae Statuta Sabaudiae, issued by the duke in 1430, include the first
Savoyard legislation to address the topic of diplomatic activity. They speciff that
an emissary should never leave for a mission without a clear set of instructions
that were well organized and as brief as possible.ts These instructions were to be
copied, by the secretary who wrote the original version, in a register to be kept in
the possession of the chancellor. Upon the return of the embassy, the register

15. Ibid.,275.
16. lbià., 227 -338 and esp. 27 1-88.
17. Ibid.,88-95.
18. The Florentine statutes of 1415 regulate ambassadorial activityveryprecisely. Based on a decision of

1395, they require the registration ofinstructions. The series ofregisters containing these instructions had
been stuted even earlier, in 1384; see Senatore, "[Jno mundo de cartar" 109; Fubini, "Diplomacy md
Government in the Italim Ciry-States," 39.
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was to be presented before the duke or his resident council in order to determine
whether the assignment had been properly carried out.le It should be noted that
the departmental archives of the Côte-d'Or, in Dijon, conserve a register of
eighty folios in which are copied the instructions provided to Savoyard ambas-
sadors for the period of 7429 to 1435.20 The first year of these instructions
precedes that ofthe publication ofthe Statutaby only one year, a clear indication
of a new set ofideas regarding the management of ducal diplomacy. The growing
number of embassies and their sometimes lengthy duration2l made it necessary
to develop an efficient way to classify ongoing missions and the various topics
that theywere to address and resolve.

Turning to the content and formulation of the instructions, it is immediately
evidentthat theywere always articulatedin averybriefstyle, and that each eventu-
ality was depicted with the successive steps to be taken, so that the emissaries
could carry out their missions in any combination of circumstances. Depending
on how far away the assignment was, it was sometimes impossible, or simply far
too slow, to seek instructions from the duke when a matter had been slow to
develop or had developed too quickly. Ambassadors were also given room for
maneuver with respect to their instructions, which specified that they were per-
mitted to make adjustments according to the situation and in order to serve the
duke's interests in the best possible way.22

Upon the return of an envoy to Savoy, the instructions submitted to him
when he had departed were compared to the report23 that every embassy had to
make once its mission had been completed. Financial accounts reveal that an
oral report was presented to the duke and his council.2a However, due to the fact

19. Statuta Sabaudiae (Turtn,1505), book 2, fol. 1 lr-v.
20. ADCO,B270, Recueil d'instructions au mbassadeurs savoyuds entre 1429 et 1435.

21. Some embassies lasted almost ayear; suchwas the case for the counselor and jurist Pierre Marchmd
envoy to the king of the Romans Sigismond de Luembourg in Hungary in 1423, whose embassy lasted 320
days. See ASTR, inv. 16, Trésorerie générale de Savoie, 69, 1423 et 1435, fols. 208v-210v.

22. 'And if it should seem to those of tlre comcil of Monseigneur in Milm that something should be left
out, added or chmged, said Messer Pierre shail make the chmge according to what they thought best, since
theywere closer mdwould have more knowledge ofaffairs md happenings over there"; ADCO, B 270, Recueil
d'instructions au ambassadeurs savoyrds entre 1429-35,1oL 12r-

23. In Venice, submitting a witten report following m embassy was required begiming in 1268, but only
in 1425 did the Senate create a register in which all ofthe ambassadorial accomts were gathered; see Senatorg
"Uno mundo de cartaj' I18; Qreller, Early Venetian Legklation,86. See also Spitzbarth, 'Ambæsades et
mbassadeurs," 432-36; Nys, Læ origines de Ia diplomatie et Ie droît d'ambassade jwqu'à Grotius, g; Maulde-La-
Clavière, la diplomatie au temps de Machiauel, 3:378-88 Reumont, Della dîplomazia italiana dal secolo XIII al
x1,'t,746-47.

24. "And retuming from Piedmont to Seyssel to Monseigneur md the council to report on that which he
had needed" (AS|IR, inv. 16, Trésorerie générale de Savoie, 50, 1404-1406, fol. 135r); "to cilry out his
relation' (Trésorerie générale de Savoie,53,f4O4-l4O7,fol. 84v); "he came to mysaid lord atMontluel to give
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that few of these ambassadorial reports have been found, it is difficult to confirm
that written reports were systematically submitted. Notes taken by envoys dur-
ing their missions must have helped them to provide the most detailed accounts

possible of their negotiations, leaving nothing out, esPecially during particularly
long missions. llowever, a conscientious and regular set of corresPondence from
the period of the mission probably made it less necessary to render a written
summary report as well. Stilf one can Point to the existence, beginning in 1426,
of diplomatic papers that include accounts of completed embassies. These files
were grouped according to negotiations with a particular state, such as Milan2s

or the Monferrato.26 Lr particular, the Milan file began in 1426, a datewhich cor-
responds to the beginning of the league between Amadeus VIII and the
Florentines and Venetians, to make war against Filippo Maria Visconti.2T It is
obvious that the collection of documentation surrounding this issue made it
easier to carry out subsequent negotiations and facilitated the management of
the growing number of embassies during this period. Effective administration of
diplomacy was thus also linked to a significant move to classify the documenta-
tion generated by diplomatic activities into a veritable diplomatic archive.

Amadeus VIII had already begun to contemplate this development as early as

1405, when he namedJean Bùay clauaire and placed him in charge of inventory-
ing the court archives. Balay carried out this task by organizing documents
according to the lord or state to which they corresponded, placing them in dif-
ferent cabinets in order to facilitate their consultation.2s

The Financial Management of Embassies
The diplomatic practice ofAmadeus VIII also included the problem of the effec-

tivefinancialmanagement ofembassies.Indeed, priorto theirdeparture, emissaries

received the money necessary for the completion of their mission. The amounts
disbursed were always precisely calculated by the Chamber of Accounts, accord-
ing to an estimate of the length of the mission. In Practice, the estimated duration
was almost always shorter than the actual number of days required and the prede-
parture pa)rment, which did not take into account the inevitable extraordinary

his report" (Trésorerie générale de Savoie, 6 l, 1414-76, fol. $0r) '
25. ASTI, Paesi, Milanese, Città e ducato, m2.2, no. 6.1 1426-37, and Mâterie politiche per rapporto

all'interno, Prowedimenti sovrmi, Estratti di Savoi4 no. 8, 1431-36.

26. AST1, Paesi, Monferrato.
27. See on this topic Gabottq "La guena tra Amedeo \IIII di Savoia e Filippo Maria Visconti."

28. Rûck, "Gli ordinmenti degli archivi ducali di Savoia sotto Amedeo VIII," 6I-62.
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costs, was insufficient.2e The cash shortage that resulted forced the ambassadors to
advance the difference, permitting the Chamber ofAccounts to maintain absolute
control over e4penditures and to decide whether to reimburse expenses according
to available resources, thus avoiding ever having to disburse more than necessary.
As a result, emissaries were required to have their own resources, even a small per-
sonal fortune, in order to be able to pay e4penses and then await reimbursement.

It was also during the reign of Amadeus \rIII, during the first third of the fiÊ
teenth century that fixed salaries for officials were established, based on each dayt
travel on horseback, independent of one's social status or function in the Savoyard
household or administration. This amounted to four deniers gros for travel within
the Savoyard states, and stx deniers gros for travel outside. The Savoyard court dif-
fered in this respect from its French and Burgundian neighbors, who based daily
wages on the status of the ofÊcial carrying out the mission.3o

These daily increments, which were supposed to cover expenses known as
"ordinaryr" took into account the costs of lodging and feeding the traveler and his
horse. Other expenses, such as for guides, escorts, crossing rivers or bridges,
safe-conducts, boats, renting horses, reimbursements for dead horses, or gifts to
minstrels were considered to be "extraordinary" expenditures that were subject
to a separate accounting charged to the account ofthe treasurer, to the extent
that theywere deemed justified.3r

The distinction between travel inside or outside of the Savoyard lands
flowed from an idealized vision of the lord's states as a unified space within
which the official benefited from a support structure (in the person of castellans,
for example) when he traveled. Still, embassies were planned without taking into
account the difficulties related to travel in lesser-known territories or in places
with challenging geography, such as mountain passes. Only at the point of exam-
ining extraordinary expenses were such aspects evaluated but only according to
the pleasure of the duke to reimburse them or not, not as part of an effort to
include them in the established norms.32

The number of horses that accompanied the ambassador was also subject to
carefirl oversightbythe Chamber ofAccounts.33 This is made clearbythe accounts

29. Plbni, En voyage pour Monseigneur, 83-87 .

30. Forthe Burgundim ordinmces ofl4l7 nd1437, see Ord.onnances d.eJean SansPeur, 1405-1419, ed.
Cauchies, 433-34; HerzogPhilipp der Gute, 144,202-3, 430.The situation was the sme for the French royal
chmcery, notably tn 1473; see L'ordonnance cabochienne,35.

31. The sme was the case in Burgundy; see Cockshaw, Le personnel dela chancellerie de Bourgogne-
Flandre sous Iu ducs deBourgogne, 125-26.

32.Plbii, En wyage pour Monseigneur, 5IO-26.
33. Queller, Early Venetian Legislation, J.6,20-22, 60, 63,74, 102, 104. For 1442, 1444,1455, æd 1458

The Practice of Diplomacyat the Court ofAmadeusVIII of Savoy (t3f t-t++O) 57

of the general treasury beginning in 1427, when the accountant began to make
deductions based on the numbers of mounts that the emissaries brought with
them on their missions. This kind of standardization removed the opportunityfor
the ofÊcial to be reimbursed for a portion of his travel expenses. It also demon-
strated the strict codification of rank, the desire to respect hierarchy, and the
commitment of the Savoyard accounting system to govern the sumptuary exPen-

ditures of embassies.
How many mounts an official was permitted to take with him was calculated

according to a standard that was sometimes difficult to maintain. Indeed, when
great dignitaries were involved it is quite probable that the awareness of one's

own rank generated conflict with the norms established by the Chamber of
Accounts and with the princet seryice.34

Conclusion
The diplomatic practices established by Amadeus VIII resemble by and large
those developed at other western European courts at the end of the Middle
Ages, with some chronological variations from one court to another. The key to
the duke of Savoyt diplomacy was management. Sabaudian diplomacy
depended on the financial control of embassies, including the introduction of
fixed daily salaries, the reduction of reimbursements based on the number of
horses brought by the emissary, and the rigorous review of extraordinary
expenses. These features aimed at limiting the negative impact of diplornatic ser-
vices as far as the duket general treasurywas concerned, especially in a context
of growing numbers of increasingly distant missions, some ofwhich lasted a long
time. This management of embassies is also apparent on a documentary level
through the creation of special registers to record diplomatic instructions and to
bring together the papers concerning relations with a specific state. In every
case, this attention to archival practice shows both the importance accorded to
following up on diplomatic relations and that granted to using informational
resources in order to prepare new missions. While this determination to classify
and preserve diplomatic records was not novel compared to practices in Venice,
Aragon, or Florence-where the organization of documents began to take place
during the thirteenth3s and fourteenth centuries-the house of Savoy seems to

see Leverotti, Drplomazîa e govemo dello stato,5O-53.
34-Pibiri, En voyage pour Monseigneur, 526-46.
35. Péquignot, Au nom du roi,67-96.
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have been a step ahead of Philip the Good in this respect. This should help to
qualify discussions of a Burgundian "model" of diplomacy.36

Amadeus \IIII also strengthened his diplomacy by engaging in careful
reflection on whom to send as emissaries and by creating specialists or liaison
agents. Rulers ofother states also obviously exercised due consideration when
appointing envoys; this was the case for Aragon,37 France,38 Burgundyr3e and
Milaqao but Amadeus VIII combined this deliberation with a specialization of
the service of mounted ducal officers accompanying the embassy-something
that did not seem to have existed elsewhere.ar This permitted him to provide his
emissaries with a particularly effective system of logistical support, while simul-
taneously limiting expenses for guides and translators. Once more, by targeting
certain skills and abilities of his officials, the duke was able to contain the costs
of diplomacy. Finally, the fact that the 1430 Statuta sabaudiae depict, in several
instances, the interest of Amadeus \rIII in diplomacy is clear evidence of the
dynamic importance of international relations at the Savoyard court during this
period. It also provides a strong indication of the need to codify diplomatic prac-
tice in order to maximize its effectiveness, and of the duke of Savoy's insightful
and mature handling of his foreign relations.
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