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was well connected to the rest of the territory, thanks to 
its position along the main Euboean road linking 
Chalkis, Eretria, Styra, and Karystos (which passed a few 
dozen meters away from the shrine 20), thus confirming 
its “central position” for all Eretrians.

aeGina, hellanion oros

Tobias Krapf, Stella Chryssoulaki, Leonidas Vokotopou-
los, Sophia Michalopoulou, Jérôme André

During the second year of the archaeological project 
on the summit of Mount Hellanion Oros on Aegina 21, 
works concentrated on the detailed documentation of 
the trenches 3, 5 and 6 excavated in 202122, the restaura-
tion and registration of the finds, as well as on visiting 
the different zones of the survey area and the preparation 
of the GIS map.

Site

The cleaning of the sides of the trenches for the strati-
graphic drawings allowed a better understanding of sev-
eral structures. In trench 3, an oval structure excavated 
in 2021 can now clearly be identified as a workshop. 
This is significant, as it indicates the presence of a settle-
ment with workshops on the mountain top after the 
site’s religious importance had dwindled. Furthermore, 
the retaining wall (8), which had appeared towards the 
end of the 2021 campaign in the lower part of trench 5, 
can now definitely be described as such. At the foot of 

20 On this road, see Fachard 2012, 97 – 99 and fig. 39.
21 F. de Polignac (Prof. emer., École Pratique des Hautes Études, 
Paris) supports the project as scientific member. In this year’s work 
participated M. Hégi (University of Zurich), J. Schaer (University of 
Lausanne), A. Mpitrou and H. Spyrelli (University of Ioannina), I. 
Viktoratou (University of Leiden) and A. Chalastara, A. Pharogianni 
and S. Stylios (University of Athens). For the restauration of the ob-
jects, we would like to thank K. Panagopoulou, E. Vamvakari and G. 
Konsoulidi, for the cleaning of the animal bones of the 2021 excava-
tion H. Giannoulopoulos. The 2022 research has been financed by 
the Foundation of the ESAG.
22 AntK 65, 2022, 140.

oikos or temple 19. Situated on a busy pass, along the 
shortest road between Eretria and Tamynai and linking 
the valley of Amarynthos with the heart of the Eretrian 
territory, the site marked a stoping place for the Eretri-
ans from the central districts who walked to Amarynthos 
during the Artemisia. Therefore, the hypothesis of a sa-
cred oikos or shrine dedicated to Artemis on this crucial 
passage of the procession route proves reasonable.

Preliminary conclusions

Despite the damage and limitations due to the urban 
sprawl of modern Eretria and Amarynthos, especially 
along the coast, the 2021– 2022 survey seasons have al-
ready gathered significant information regarding the dia-
chronic evolution of human occupation in the region. 
The discovery of a dozen ancient settlements lays the 
foundations for a new study on the distribution of the 
Classical demes, as well as the communication network 
and the region’s agricultural exploitation in the long 
term. Moreover, the survey has been able to specify the 
position of the Artemision within the ancient landscape. 
The absence of sites dating from the Archaic, Classical, 
Hellenistic, and Roman periods, both on the Paleoek-
klisies hill and its direct vicinity, suggests that any con-
sistent form of habitat progressively moved away from 
the sanctuary area, probably in favor of a “sacred space” 
dedicated to Artemis. At the same time, the sanctuary 

19 The hypothesis of a tower seems unlikely due to the rectangular 
plan of the building, the rather limited view in several directions (the 
two adjacent hills that dominate the site offer a better view), and the 
ostentatious workmanship and cutting, which appear needless for a 
military tower.

Fig. 10 The site of Ta Marmara after cleaning



s. faCharD et al., fielDwork of the swiss sChool of arChaeoloGy in GreeCe 2022 101

both a bronze sickle and a complete Group B deep bowl 
(LH IIIB2). The entire area was covered with the black 
layer full of burnt tiny fragments of animal bones men-
tioned in the last report 24. A series of analyses is now 
being conducted on the finds from this trench, while a 
good amount of soil samples and samples for phytolith 
analysis have been kept from the sediments 25.

Equally under study are the finds from trench 6 south 
of the chapel. The pottery is mainly of Geometric to Ro-
man date. Although focussing on the Bronze Age phases, 
the project’s aim is to understand the diachronic use of 
the site and to date the different structures visible on the 
surface.

Landscape

Furthermore, the survey, which is part of the project, 
was laid out in detail through the preparation of a GIS 
map of the area (fig. 12) and a first exploration of the dif-
ferent zones, from Sphentouri with its ancient tower at 
the southernmost tip of the island to the ‘ancient’ olive 
grove in the north (Agia Triada), the different peaks, 
Kipoi bay and the abandoned village of Kanakides. 

A more detailed documentation was undertaken in the 
area of the Agios Dimitrios, where another abandoned 
village is located, and at the Drakospito or “Dragon 
House” (fig. 13), both north of Sphentouri. A 3D model 
of the latter has been generated for further architectural 

24 A first archaeozoological estimation by A. Gkotsinas (Universi-
ties of Montpellier and Montreal) confirms the hypothesis that these 
are the remains of sacrifices performed on the mountain top, just 
above the trench.
25 Phytolith analysis is being performed by G. Tsartsidou (Ephorate 
of Palaeoanthropology-Speleology).

the wall, a destruction layer of Mycenaean date has been 
excavated (pl. 14, 3). The restoration of the vases now 
allows to draw first conclusions on chronology and use 
of this area, although the trench needs to be extended in 
order to have a complete picture. The assemblage con-
sists so far of 15 complete or partially preserved vases, 
while there also are a few sherds from other vases 
(fig. 11). It comprises cooking, storage, drinking and 
serving vessels, while a rounded alabastron is standing 
out. An emphasis lies on cooking ware with two 
rounded tripods as well as two coarse ware basins – 
typical products of the Aeginitan workshops, which 
were exported in large numbers 23. The function of this 
assemblage, which contained apart from pottery two 
stone spindle whorls and a bronze fragment, probably 
of a knife, is not yet entirely clear. The rounded alabas-
tron with tricurved arch motif as well as a carinated 
kylix possibly indicate a date before LH IIIC, while the 
fragments of a carinated tripod within the thick collapse 
layer formed by large stones are evidence for a LH IIIC 
date of the covering of the area.

In the southern part of the trench, on the uphill side of 
the wall, objects seem to have been deposited as offerings 
close to the rock, throughout different periods up to 
modern times. The lowest layer excavated so far in that 
part of the trench is of Mycenaean date and produced 

23 See latest Marabea 2019.
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Fig. 11 Mycenaean vases from the deposit north of wall 8: 1) tripod 
#EO. 45/22.5; 2) kylix #EO. 45/22.3; 3) alabastron #EO. 
45/22.9; 4) basin #EO. 82/22.1

Fig. 12 Survey map
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Kipoi bay to the south-east of Mount Hellanion Oros 
has been frequented at least since antiquity according to 
surface finds.

Intensive survey has been tested since the first year of 
the project and the results are much more promising than 
the difficult terrain would suggest. A fair amount of pot-
tery and stone tools of various periods has been col-
lected. It is therefore planned to systematically survey 
the landscape around Mount Hellanion Oros in the next 
three years, at least where agricultural terraces exist. This 
will hopefully enable a thorough understanding of the 
history of habitation and land use of the area in which 
the peak site of Mount Hellanion Oros has been estab-
lished and frequented over the millennia.
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study 26. The building, which resembles similar construc-
tions in southern Euboea 27 and Hymettos, consists of 
two communicating rooms (15 × 4,15 m and ca. 8 × 3,4 m). 
A separation wall has been added later and divides the 
Northern part into two spaces. In the surroundings, a 
series of enclosures and even a small souvala (cistern) 
and two threshing floors have been documented, as well 
as a possible tomb. A considerable amount of pottery 
sherds has been counted on the neighbouring agricul-
tural terraces. To begin the study of early modern land 
use, which is planned to be conducted in parallel with the 
survey, first conversations with local shepherds have 
been held. They still use the – at least partially – ancient 
souvales and stone basins found in their vicinity.

Several sites in the area south and east of Sphentouri 
have already been documented in detail by Sophia Mi-
cha lopoulou in the framework of the study for the con-
struction of the sewage system of Aegina 28. In the same 
area, Irene Polinskaya has mapped a series of fifth-cen-
tury Horos inscriptions 29 and Eleni Salavoura lists an 
ancient site with possible Mycenaean traces near the 
Agios Ioannis church at Sphentouri 30.

In the northwestern part of the survey area, a farm-
stead and possible kilns of so far unknown date can be 
reported on the ridge near the Agios Ioannis Kalyvitis 
church above Aiginitissa and numerous obsidian frag-
ments in the area of the ‘ancient’ olive groove. Finally, 

26 Salavoura 2014, 59 – 61.
27 Chidiroglou et al. 2022.
28 S. Michalopoulou forthcoming in ADelt.
29 Polinskaya 2009.
30 Salavoura 2014, 58 – 59.

Fig. 13 Drakospito (“Dragon House”) near Sphentouri
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