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Translocal Martyrdom: Community-
Making Through African Pilgrimages
in Switzerland
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Introduction: Migration and Martyrdom

Migrants carry their beliefs and forms of belonging, emotions and feel-
ings to the different localities they cross or remain in. These discourses
and practices are part of translocal social spaces which combine social
practices, symbols and artefacts from transmigrants’ life-worlds at dif-
ferent levels: local, micro-regional, national, macro-regional and global
(Pries 2010, 157). They result from new forms of delimitation that con-
sist of but also reach beyond geographic or national boundaries. These
spaces become the new sources of identification and action within specific
local and global reference systems. However, this does not imply a local
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‘The stereotype of Catholicism as a static, archaic, top-down religion is shattered forever by this
fascinating collection of essays which explore its flows, crossings and entanglements in the contexts
of modern migrations.’

—Linda Woodhead MBE, Lancaster University, UK

‘New rituals, different actors, and enhanced political and social roles come vividly to light in these
close accounts of how the Church reinvents itself to accommodate new groups and respond to long-
established communities.’

—Peggy Levitt, Wellesley College and Harvard University, USA

‘The contributors to this fascinating book have shown how encounters between Catholics of
multiple origins have engendered profound changes in liturgy and religious practices, providing new
possibilities for engagement and the resolution of difference.”

—Robin Cohen, University of Oxford, UK

‘This rich and diverse collection explores not only how the Catholic Church is reaching out to migrants
but how migration is transforming the Church.’
—Fr. Daniel G. Groody, University of Notre Dame, USA

This book is the first to analyze the impacts of migration and transnationalism on global Catholicism.
It explores how migration and transnationalism are producing diverse spaces and encounters that are
moulding the Roman Catholic Church as institution and parish, pilgrimage and network, community
and people. Bringing together established and emerging scholars of sociology, anthropology,
geography, history and theology, it examines migrants’ religious transnationalism, but equally the
effects of migration-related-diversity on non-migrant Catholics and the Church itself. This timely
edited collection is organised around a series of theoretical frameworks for understanding the

intersections of migration and Catholicism, with case studies from 17 different countries and contexts.

The extent to which migrants' religiosity transforms Catholicism, and the negotiations of unity in
diversity within the Roman Catholic Church, are key themes throughout. This innovative approach will
appeal to scholars of migration, transnationalism, religion, theology, and diversity.

Dominic Pasura is Lecturer in Sociology at the University of Glasgow, UK.

Marta Bivand Erdal is Senior Researcher at Peace Research Institute Oslo, Norway.
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