
الشرق

Ash-sharq

Bulletin of the Ancient Near East
Archaeological, Historical and Societal Studies

Vol 1 No 1 April 2017

ISSN 2513-8529

Archaeopress Journals

Copyrighted Material - No unauthorized reproduction in any medium



Ash-sharq
Bulletin of the Ancient Near East

Archaeological, Historical and Societal Studies
Vol 1 No 1 April 2017

ISSN 2513-8529
eISSN 2514-1732

editorial director
Laura Battini

 scientific committee 
Silvana Di Paolo 
Yagmur Heffron
Barbara Helwing

Elif Koparal
Marta Luciani 

Maria-Grazia Masetti-Rouault 
Valérie Matoïan 
Béatrice Muller 

Tallay Ornan 
Adelheid Otto 
Jack M. Sasson 

Karen Sonik 
StJohn Simpson

Pierre Villard
Nele Ziegler

 
Ash-sharq is a Bulletin devoted to short articles on the archaeology and history of the Ancient Near East. It is 
published twice a year. Submissions are welcome from academics and researchers at all levels. Submissions 

should be sent to Laura Battini (laura.battini@college-de-france.fr)

Published by Archaeopress Publishing Ltd

Subscriptions to the Bulletin of the Ancient Near East should be sent to 
Archaeopress Publishing Ltd, Gordon House, 276 Banbury Road, Oxford OX2 7ED, UK
Tel +44-(0)1865-311914 Fax +44(0)1865-512231 
e-mail info@archaeopress.com
http://www.archaeopress.com

Opinions expressed in papers published in the Bulletin are those of the authors and are not necessarily 
shared by the Scientific Commitee.

© 2017 Archaeopress Publishing, Oxford, UK.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted, in any form or by any means, 
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, or otherwise, without the prior permission of the publisher.

Copyrighted Material - No unauthorized reproduction in any medium



i

Ash-sharq
Bulletin of the Ancient Near East

Archaeological, Historical and Societal Studies
Vol 1 No 1 April 2017

Contents
A Short Introduction�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������iii
Laura Battini

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������عمريت خلال العصر الفينيقي المتأخر 1
Michel Al-Maqdissi and Eva Ishaq

A Double-Sided Board from Tell Afis����������������������������������������������������������������������� 9
Anne-Elizabeth Dunn-Vaturi  

Some Considerations on the Funnels from Tell Afis����������������������������������������������18
Giuseppe Minunno 

أعمال البعثة السورية في المدينة البيزنطية)تل الكسرة الأثري)
خلال خمس مواسم )2010-2006)

22������������������������الآثاري  يعرب العبدالله )المديرية العامة للآثار والمتاحف- مدير المتحف الوطني بدمشق)
Yaarob Dahham 

Men, Animals and Pots. A few Thoughts about a Narrative Motive on Syrian 
Bronze Age Vessels�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������33
Juliette Mas

Entrusting One’s Seal in the Ancient Near East in the First Half of the 2nd 
millennium BC��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������40
Julie Patrier 

Bronze Metallurgy in the Times of the Earliest Cities. New Data on the City I of 
Mari�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������48
Juan-Luis Montero Fenollós 

Localized Ištar Goddesses and the Making of Socio-Political Communities: Samsi-
Addu’s Eštar Irradan at Mari����������������������������������������������������������������������������������55
Elizabeth Knott

Of Pins and Beads:  Note on a Feminine Costume in Mari��������������������������������������62
Barbara Couturaud 

Ships and Diplomacy. The Historical Connection between the Letters RS 18.031 
(from Tyre) and RS 94.2483 (from Ugarit)��������������������������������������������������������������69
Juan-Pablo Vita 

Copyrighted Material - No unauthorized reproduction in any medium



ii

Issues in the Historical Geography of the Fertile Crescent����������������������������������� 72
Ran Zadok

The Kiriath-Jearim Archaeological Mission���������������������������������������������������������� 93
Thomas Römer

An Entanglement between Nature and the Supernatural: the Early Second 
Millennium BCE Ceremonial Complex of Hirbemerdon Tepe in the Upper Tigris 
Region��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������96
Nicola Laneri 

The Architecture of Bahra 1, an Ubaid Culture-Related Settlement in Kuwait�� 104
Piotr Bieliński 

A Summary of the 5th Campaign of the French Archaeological Mission at Qasr 
Shemamok (Kurdistan, Iraq),  21 September – 19 October, 2016������������������������ 112
Maria Grazia Masetti-Rouault 

The Peshdar Plain Project, 2015-2016. A Major Neo-Assyrian Settlement on the 
Empire’s Eastern Border�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 124
Karen Radner, Janoscha Kreppner and Andrea Squitieri 

Abu Tbeirah’s Craft Area NE: A Preliminary Survey������������������������������������������� 131
Franco D’Agostino and Licia Romano 

The Creation of the First (Divinatory) Dream and Enki(g) as the God of Ritual 
Wisdom����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 155
Annette Zgoll

The Hare has lost his Spectacles. Notes on Contest Scenes, Early Occurrences� 162
Reinhard Dittmann 

Daughters from Good Families and their Seals in the Old Babylonian Period��� 170
Gudrun Colbow

Re-contextualizing Clay Figurines, Models, and Plaques from Iščali����������������� 177
Elisa Roßberger 

Copyrighted Material - No unauthorized reproduction in any medium



Ash-sharq  Volume 1 No 1 (2017):  93–95

The Kiriath-Jearim Archaeological Mission

Thomas Römer
Collège de France and UMR 7192

Under the joint direction of Israël Finkelstein (Tel Aviv University), Christophe 
Nicolle (CNRS – Collège de France) and Thomas Römer (Collège de France), a new 
archaeological mission in Israel, at Deir el-Azar (the former Kiriath-Jearim or Kiriath-
Baʿal) will start in the summer of 2017 from the 1st to the 31st of August. This mission 
(entitled The Vlad and Sana Shmunis Archeological Excavation at Bibilical Kiriath-Jearim) is 
a joint project of the University of Tel Aviv and the Collège de France.

Kiriath-Jearim: an important location in the Hebrew Bible

The biblical town of Kiriath-Jearim (Greek: Cariathiarim) is strategically positioned 
on one of Judea’s highest hills (756m), 12km West of Jerusalem and very close to West 
of Abu Gosh. In Hebrew, the name Kiriath-Jearim means ‘town of forests’. Its Arabic 
name ( Deir el-Azar) may come from a reference to Eleazar who, according to 1 Samuel 
7, 1-2, took care of the Ark of the Covenant when it was brought to Kiriath-Jearim: ‘The 
people of Kiriath-Jearim came and had Yahweh’s Ark mounted; they built it in the home of 
Abinadab, on the hill, and they chose his son Eleazar to guard the Ark of Yahweh. Much time 
had passed since the Ark was placed at Kiriath-Jearim; twenty years had gone by. Then the 
whole house of Israel cried out to Yahweh…’

The site is mentioned several times in the Bible, notably as the temporary resting 
place for the Ark of the Covenant, as a frontier town between the tribes of Judah and 
Benjamin, and again in genealogical references and a list of people returning from 
exile.1 The first book of Samuel (chapters 4-6) recounts in particular that the Ark of 
the Covenant had been taken by the Philistines following the defeat of Israel at the 
battle of Eben-Ezer. The presence of the sacred object, however, would have brought 
curses upon the land of the Philistines, who would have been forced to return it to 
Israel. It was at that moment that the Ark would have been placed in Abinadav’s house 
at Kiriath-Jearim, and it was only decades later that king David would have had it 
brought to Jerusalem (2 Sam 6).

These references reveal the importance of Kiriath-Jearim which otherwise was 
probably the location of a temple to Baʿal, as is suggested by its earlier name: Kiriath-
Baʿal (Josh 15,60; 18,14), Baala (Josh 15,9.11; cf. Baalath in 1 R 9,18; 2 Ch 8,6), or Baale-

1 The name Kiriath-Jearim appears more precisely in Joshua 9,17; 15,9.60; 18,14.15; Judges 18,12; 1 Samuel 
6,21; 7,1.2; Jeremiah 26,20; Nehemiah 7,29; 1 Chronicles 2,50.52.53; 13,5.6; and 2 Chronicles 1.4.
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Juda (2 Sam 6,2). It is also established that the Romans had put an outpost at Kiriath-
Jearim along the road from Jerusalem to Antipatris (Tel Aphek), as shown by the Latin 
inscriptions in the surrounding area.

A still unexplored site

In 1905, a farmer discovered a semi-circular wall with mosaics as he was working 
at the hill summit. Brief digs revealed in particular column bases and chapters and 
further mosaics: these were the remains of a 5th century Byzantine church. In 1911, 
Josephine Rumèbe, a French nun bought this land and founded the congregation of 
the sisters of Saint Joseph of the Apparition. She had the convent of Our Lady of the 
Ark of the Covenant and its church built on this site.

The site measures approximately 250m by 250m, a mound of more than 6 hectares in 
area, which makes it one of the largest Iron age mounds in this hilly region. Several 
years ago, a surface collection undertaken by an archaeologist working on Israeli 
antiquities allowed a first evaluation of the different occupations of the site, revealing 
some shards from the old and middle Bronze ages (3rd and 2nd millennia) but above 
all it indicated a significant occupation during the Iron age (Iron I: 1100-900 BCE) and 
Iron II (900-750 BCE) with the possibility of an improvement in flattening the top of 
the mound.

It is one of the rare biblical sites not yet excavated which, judging by the place it 
occupies in biblical texts, was possibly an important town and religious centre. Other 
than the site of the small monastery at the top, the mound is well preserved because 
its slopes still serve exclusively the cultivation of olive trees. The archaeological levels 
are therefore both well protected and accessible.

Goals and means of the Kiriath-Jearim archaeological mission

The objective of the excavation is to bring new primary information about the history 
of the Judean hills country in particular and that of the kingdoms of Judah and Israel 
in general. The excavated material will allow a better understanding of the status, 
the expanse and the organisation of these kingdoms’ territories during the Iron age. 
The excavation will also allow the determination as to whether on the hills of Judah 
there was a temple (dedicated to the god Ba‘al?) contemporary with that of the first 
temple of Jerusalem, an important question in for our knowledge of the ancient 
Israelite religion. Furthermore, the excavation will allow a better understanding of 
the historical background concerning important biblical passages, notably the so-
called ‘Ark narrative’.

The archaeological mission at Kiriath-Jearim has obtained permission to excavate 
from the local authorities as well as the agreement of the monastery, which owns the 
land. It will benefit from the infrastructure of the archaeological mission of Megiddo, 
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known for its cutting-edge methods in the field of archaeology. It will therefore have 
access to the most advanced methods and techniques to carry out the excavations, 
the recording of data and all necessary analysis. The excavations will involve some 
sixty experienced and student researchers from Israel, France and other countries. 
This international cooperation will mark a renewal in French archaeological activities 
regarding the Iron age era in Israel.

For more information, please consult the archaeological mission’s internet site:

 https://kiriathjearim.wordpress.com/

Figure 1: Kiriath-Jearim, courtesy of William Schlegel, Satellite Bible Atlas
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